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® Lawmakers urged to 
support equitable 
funding requests 


By STEVE LANDWEHR 
Editor 


: embers of the college community 
: / ® told legislators. they want their. 


share of the budget pie at a meet- 
ing last week. The Legislator’s Meeting, 


held annually in the spring, is a forum for 


the college, senators and representatives to 
share their thoughts about legislative is- 
sues affecting NECC. 

The college is urging legislators to sup- 
port Fair Share, the formula used by the 
Board of Higher Education to determine 
funding increases for community colleges. 

It was developed to address inequities 
that some colleges felt existed in earlier 
budget proceedings, when a strong legisla- 
tive voice might get a college a higher level 
of funding. 

Director of Economic Development and 
Planning Mark Andrews said the formula 
takes into consideration the number of 
students at each college, the age of its 
buildings, how many buildings it has and 
how much land it has to maintain, among 
other things. 

“The mechanism provides an equalized 
assessment for all the schools, which wasn’t 
always true in the past,” he said. 

The BHE has proposed a baseline budget 
increase for NECC of $1,087,459 for fiscal 
year 2000, which would be the fourth larg- 
est increase of any community college in 


the state. 
But Andrews and President David Hartleb 


said that was largely because the college — 


has been under-funded, and Fair Share is 
critical to NECC and other colleges that 
have been shortchanged in the past. 

Faculty Association President Joseph T. 
LeBlanc told the legislators that conditions 
at the school have improved dramatically 
in the recent past, but the biggest problem 
is the college is still under-funded. 

“I hope you all leave this room fully 
behind Fair Share,” he said. “The problems 
here revolve around the fact that the pie is 
too small.” 

Workplace training was also discussed 
with the legislators, and Hartleb presented 
the list of funds NECC has applied for under 
Chapter 175, a program designed to 

See FAIR SHARE, Page 6 


Union lobbies for classification 


¢ Professors’ salaries 
called shameful and out 
of date 


By CAMILLE DUCEY 
Editor 


he message was clear from Rep. Brian 

| Dempsey of Haverhill speaking to 
members of NECC’s faculty associa- 

tion last week: unite, network and act now. 


In its effort to gain support of local 
legislators to move the classification study 


to a close and hike salaries of professors up 


to 1999 standards, faculty and professional 
staff members held several informal meet- 
ings with state representatives. 
Association president Joseph T. LeBlanc 
started the meeting with Dempsey with a 
brief slide presentation of the who, what, 
when, where and why of the association’s 
plight in getting results from the classifica- 
tion process: endorsing the Fair Share Fund- 
ing bill; blocking the Lane Bill and filing a 
$20 million salary funding bill to begin to 
partially pay for implementation of classifi- 
cation. 
Stating that paying a full professor with 
18 years experience less than $35,000 
See LEGISLATORS, Page 5 
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ADVOCATING FOR NECC: College offi icials meet with legislators last week to lobby 
for increasing state appropriations and workforce training. Robert Hatem, assistant 
to the president, chats with Bette Gorski, aide to Sen. James Jajuga, and Rep. Brian 
Dempsey, Rep. David Torrisi, trustee Joseph Bevilacqua and Dempsey aide, Colleen 
Comeau. 


Developmental areas 
object to Bentley move 


® Fear separating labs 
and classrooms will be 
detrimental to students 


By CAMILLE DUCEY 
Editor 


he space utilization plan presented to 
the college by President Hartleb has 
" received enthusiastic support by the 
college community. But some faculty and 
staff members feel there are serious snags. 
The proposed transfer of the Math, Read- 
ing, Writing and ELC Centers to the new 
Learning Resource Center has stirred objec- 
tions and concerns from the developmental 
areas. 
“I think the plan is brilliant in many 
ways and it is very positive and overdue,” 


said Patricia McDermott, director of devel- 
opmental education. 

But she said moving the labs in the 
developmental area to the new building 
while coordinating classrooms remain in 
Spurk doesn’t serve the best interests of 
students. 

“The consultants could not possibly un- 
derstand the refinements of what goes on 
here (in developmental education),” she 
said. 

McDermott said the consultants were 
probably thinking of a setup at the Tec 
North Campus at the Community College 
of Denver. She said in addition to its devel- 


_Opmental courses, there is a separate cam- 


pus for individualized open entrance and 
exit programs for students who are not 
necessarily enrolled in a semester program 


See BENTLEY, Page 6 
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GETING MAKE-OVER TIPS 
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Support our profs 


@ Society shows its 


ADDING BLISH WILL 
MAKE YOUR NOSE. 
SEEM Sas 


twisted values by... 
not valuing its ee 
educators conte 6 2k 


_sking any boss fora araise, 
can be a touchy issue. 
ut when the bossisthe, 
Commonwealth of Massachu:' 
setts, itcan be’ an unending 
battle that virtually forces pro- 
fessors to beg for due recogni’ 
tion of their worth. me 
The problem facing | NECC’s S. 
professors is not just, about, 
setting, equitable; salaries. It’s 
about placing value-on profes- 
sionals: who:have-worked hard. 
and :sacrificed: much. to: earn 
degrees: They: dedicate: much: 
of their lives to educating, guid* 
ing and helping students real- 
ize ‘dréams that’ might other- 
wise be lost. 
The question of worth can. 


beat Telative issue Admittedly, i 


there are ‘some”} jobs that re- 
quire» hard “physical labor or 
threat to life and limb, Indeed 
pay scales should reflect those 


It’ S. time to 


‘reditient Hfartieb has said 

that he welcomes com 

ments on the space utili- 
zation plan from all interested 
parties, including students. 


We love 
your letters 
Drop them off 
in our 
Student Center 


newsroom 
today or use email: 
observer@ 
necc.mass.edu 


However, when experienced 
college professors have tolobby 
and embarkupon. lengthy pain- 
ful egotiations.to;raise their, 
salaries above $35,000.in 1999, 
something is radically:wrong: 

When:«a society: reddity ac- 
cepts ‘the« millions of? doltars 
paid to'a burich' of ‘gttys: posi- 
tioned’ around ad ‘diamond- 
shaped field, ‘getting. teéady | to 
catch a. ball. being -h hit ‘by, an- 
other. guy, with a ‘stick, in, his 
hand, it’s time to.wake up and 
check our priorities: ,. 2...) 

uOur professors neavar 
much more:than afew hours: 
of cheap’ enteftainnient.. The 
doors they open tous:and the 
paths’ they ‘set us upon’ ‘will 
have an impact on our lives for 
many years. 
~ It’s time for all of us to sup- 
port them by making our feel- 
ings known to local adminis-~ 
trators and legislators by de- 
manding they recognize and 
compensate them for their con- 
tributions. 


speak ‘out 


We. strongly. urge the stu- 


dent body to examine the plan 


and make’“any suggestions, 
questions or criticisms known 
to the presidentbefore the end 
of the month. 


_ While very few of us will — 
likely be here when the plan 


finally takes shape, that is all 
the more reason for'us make 
our voices heard now. 

By the time the students of 
the year 2003 are enrolled, the 
buildings will be constructed, 
the campus restructured, and 
there will be no chance. for 
them to be heard. 

The faculty and the admin- 
istration are speaking their 


‘What do you think 


about 


NECC’s renovation plans? 


Aaron Filburn, liberal arts 
“I like the new plan but I'd like to 
see some more trees planted.” 


Cheryl Knoaltan, nursing 

“T think they will be good. If they 
want to make the gym better, I 
think that more people will go 
there.” 


Rick Jones, physical education 
“T think they’re cool. The school 
will seem much bigger.” 


minds. Are you? Johanna Choina photos - 
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Lon Jackman, liberal arts 

“I would like to have a college bar. 
With all the diversity here, people 
would have one place to sit down 
and have a drink. I like the idea of 
the college expanding, too.” 


Joshua Muenzenmayer, illustration 
“T think that there needs to be 
more added to the campus, but 
I’m against spending too much 
money for it.” 


Leighann Twist, liberal arts 

“I was never used to the school 
like it is today. I think that the 
changes will make some things 
better.” 
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@ Democrats look 
okay, but the GOP — 
I’ve got to say...nay. 


residential candidates are 

courting us too much. The 

American public is tiring of 
handshakes, photo opportunities, 
and Kiwanis Club luncheons. 

We need somebody who is in- 
terested in bringing good-natured 
idealism and progressive ideas to 
the White House. 

More than ever, the presidency 
is a power trip rather than a jour- 
ney for a higher good. Whatever 
sincerity was in the electoral pro- 
cess has high-tailed it out of Wash- 
ington. 

The result is we have presi- 
dents who don’t follow through 
with their promises and really 
aren’t even expected to. We didn’t 
elect them on anything substan- 
tive, so they don’t have much 
worthwhile to give back. 

This is a recent phenomenon. 
George Washington, Abraham Lin- 
coln, FDR, and more recently, John 


F. Kennedy and Jimmy Carter, were - 


all presidents who held the high- 
est and truest regard for idealism. 
Sadly, the chances of us getting 
this kind of president to start off 
the 21st century look slim indeed. 

If you identify with the Demo- 
crats, you should know that there 
are alot more Republicans hoping 
to be president. 

However, this is not going to 
do the GOP any good. Many Re- 
publican senators and House mem- 
bers got a great deal of rebuke 
from their constituents for their 
desire to impeach President 
Clinton. 

Additionally, ifRepublican can- 
didates bicker too much among 
themselves, they could hurt the 
party as much as the impeach- 
ment trial did. 

What’s really going to hurt the 
Republican Party, and the Repub- 
lican National Committee, are the 
“characters” who seek its nomina- 
tion. 

Not every candidate who is seek- 
ing the Republican nomination is 
a crackpot, eccentric or extremist. 
Quite the contrary, there are some 
stars to watch for. 

Let’s take a quick look at some 
of the Republican contenders for 
the White House in 2000 — the 
good, the bad, and the ugly. 

First, we have Lamar Alexander. 
The former Tennessee governor 
must think we’ve forgotten about 
the flannel shirt. 

The American public isn’t the 
sharpest knife in the drawer, but 
we do know when somebody is 
trying to use clothing to get more 
in touch with the common guy. 

Then there’s Steve Forbes. The 


flat tax sure sounded good. But I’d 
want to be making around 
$250,000 a year to enjoy it. 

Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) has 
been discussing his chances. The 
military couldn’t have a better 
friend. He’s helped bankroll such 
expenditures as the billion-dollar- 
a-piece B-2 stealth bombers. 

Heck, he may even see the com- 
ing conflict with Russia that Pat 
Buchanan does—then. we can all 
sink into another Cold War again. 
Sounds good to me.The idea that 
Russia is building up its military 
in secret, to prepare for conflict 
with the United States, is only one 
of Pat Buchanan’s notions. 

Recently announcing his bid 
for the presidency, the ultra-con- 
servative (or nationalist some 
would argue) hopes to have his 
supporters “armed with pitch- 
forks” with which to purge the 
corruption on Capitol Hill. 

Put it this way, Buchanan sees 
Washington and he sees a scene 
from Dante’s Inferno. There are 
greater and lesser demons frolick- 
ing about in hateful dances, with 
Bill Clinton as Lucifer enjoying 
every minute of it in the middle. 
You get the idea. Pat just doesn’t 
see things the way the rest of us 
do. : 

Sen. Bob Smith (R-N.H.) is con- 
sidering a bid for 2000 as well. Mr. 
Smith, you’ve been to Washing- 
ton, but as a senator. Seriously, 
probably a little less than half of 
New Hampshire citizens even 
know who he is. 

I hope he’s not expecting more 
name recognition in New York or 
California. The Chicago Bulls have 
a better chance of winning a sev- 
enth NBA title this year than Smith 
does of having his conservatism 
embraced by Los Angeles, for ex- 
ample. 

Don’t want to forget Dan 
Quayle. He’s set up an exploratory 
committee to investigate his 
chances. Quayle’s a pretty decent 
guy. He has a nice family. He’s not 
presidential material. Mr. Potato 
Head could get elected before 
Quayle. Now is that potato or 
potatoe? James Danforth Quayle 
knows best. 

George W. Bush, son of former 
President Bush, is a serious con- 
tender. He’s smart, young and 
charismatic. He has lots of sup- 
port and a Latino wife. 

Although his past is littered 
with drinking binges and rowdy 
times, he’s a changed man with a 
family, a fortune, and a great deal 
of support both in and out of 
Texas where he’s now governor. 

His personal fortune is so great 
he doesn’t need any government 
election funds as well—which 
means more advertising possibili- 
ties. He hasn’t announced his offi- 
cial candidacy yet, but look for 
him to do so very soon. 

Elizabeth Dole, wife of former 
Republican presidential candidate 
Bob Dole, is also exploring her 
chances. She has experience in 
Washington as president of the 
American Red Cross, and was an 
aide to three presidents. She’s 
tough, yet smooth and never 
misses a beat. In fact, when Bob 


Dole was running some said that 
the “wrong Dole was on the po- 
dium.” If a woman is going to be 
president, she has the best chance 
yet. 

Where are the Democrats in all 
of this? Well, sadly the two most 


exciting prospects have acknowl- 


edged defeat early, and won’t be 
running. For Massachusetts Sena- 
tor John Kerry, it was money. — 
He feels he doesn’t have enough 
time to raise election money. Kerry 
is sharp, for the people, and an 
eloquent no-nonsense speaker. 
He’d make a great president, and 
I will be looking for him in 2004. 
Then there’s Jesse Jackson. 
Jesse, you shouldn’t have quit be- 
fore you started! I can’t imagine 
anyone I'd rather see as president 
than the Reverend Jesse Jackson. 
If the balance of wealth and 
power in this nation is ever to be 
at least somewhat equitable, Jack- 
son would be there to make the 
changes. 
It’s sad these two aren’t run- 


UPS - 


ning. They’d put a lot of the oppos- 
ing party candidates to shame 
behind a podium. 

There still remains hope. Vice- 
President Al Gore Jr. and Bill Bra- 
dley are running. 

Al Gore doesn’t have the liveli- 
est personality ever, but he’s mor- 
ally acceptable. He cares deeply 
about such issues as welfare re- 
form and the environment: 

~ Former Democratic Senator Bill 
Bradley has announced his candi- 
dacy. He was in Salem, N.H.a week 
ago. where went to that IHOP on 
Route 28 for breakfast. 

Bradley played for the New York 
Knicks for a decade in the NBA. It 
worked in Minnessota with Jessee 
Ventura, why not in Washington 
with Bradley? He has a liberal but 
smart agenda, and many have the 
impression he’s down to earth. 

I haven’t spent too much time 
on the only two Democratic candi- 
dates because they are not as out- 
landish as some of the Republi- 
cans mentioned earlier. And this 


Now Hiring for 
Part-time Jobs, 
$10.50 to $11.75* 
per hour to start! 


UPS offers excellent permanent part-time employment with 
full-time benefits. Several shifts are available: 
Day Sort: 12:30 - 5:30 p.m. 


Twi Sort: 6:00 - 11:00 p.m. 
Mid Sort: 11:00 - 4:00 a.m. 


Preload: 3:30 - 8:30 a.m. 


is the thing. Nobody wants “inter- 
esting.” The economy is going so 
smoothly, most Americans want 
things going just the way they are. 

The best way to do that is to 
elect Al Gore, but Bradley certainly 
is a strong candidate. There is no 
desire in America for drastic 
change—this desire for change is 
what has supported a switch of 
party power in the White House, 
but it’s all but gone now. 

Yes, there are many important 
problems to be dealt with, both 
abroad and in our own society. 
Nobody’s blaming the Democrats 
though, and there’s no reason to 
remove the party from power in 
the Oval Office. 

Ever since President Clinton’s 
acquittal, Democrats have been 
kicking up dust that Republican 
elephants can’t inhale through par- 
tisan trunks. I’m hoping this mo- 
mentum can squelch any chance 
for a Bush dynasty. 

Contact Nathan Scott by e-mail at: 
NHSX@hotmail.com 


UPS also offers low cost transportation to and from work. 
For more information, please see your UPS recruiter 


from 1 to 4 p.m.at: 


* Includes applied incentive @ 20 hours 


Or call (978) 441-3400 


UPS is an equal opportunity employer 
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@ Teen star’s 
presense irks this 
columnist no end 


OOM! It’s like the mush- 
B room cloud from an atomic 

bomb. I can’t get away from 
her. It’s like she’s stalking me. 
There I am, just out of bed for a 
quick cup of java, and pick up the 
Sunday paper. She’s staring me in 
the face. 

The Jennifer Love Hewitt explo- 
sion first began about two years 
ago, and much like nuclear fall- 
out, we're still reaping the effects. 

She’s like a poison, a gas that 
wafts in through the air vents, 
under the door, through the win- 
dows, anywhere that isn’t sealed, 
and silently covers and is absorbed 
into the furniture, the walls, and 
even me. 

Yes, I say me. She’s like my 
morning cup of Sanka, an instant 
coffee made with those horrible, 
glittering crystals that produce 


results just as unsavory. My friends 
and I receive what we call the 
“Daily Infiltration” ofJennifer Love 
Hewittness, though we wish we 
could filter her from our lives. She 
is the crystallized version of the 
real thing, an instant answer to 
Hollywood’s need for a star that 
produces unfulfilling results. 

For those of you who don’t 
know (though I suspect the only 
people who don’t are in remote 
African tribes), Jennifer Love 
Hewitt is today’s newest teeny- 
bopper bimbo-chick. She’s a bru- 
nette, though, so her characters 
are portrayed as slightly less-dumb 
than all the blondes of the flicks 
she appears in. These movies, of 
course, also have as much artistic 
merit as two-hour long episodes 
of “Saved By the Bell.” 

At least they have some integ- 
rity and can play different charac- 
ters. Tiffany Amber-Thiessen went 
from loveable Kelly on “The Bell” 
to biker chick Valerie on 90210 
with no problem. Hewitt, on the 
other hand, is stuck in the land of 
a full-sized Tinkerbell, everyone’s 
sweet, fairy heroine with pink 
makeup. 

The girl’s so full of sucrose 
she’s overflowing and even the 
ants are becoming her friends. 
Hewitt is one character in any- 
thing she’s ever been in, including 
the Fox series “Party of Five,” where 
she got her start; the “I Know 
What You Did Last Summer” se- 


ries; and “Can’t Hardly Wait.” As 
for me, I can hardly wait for her to 
get out of my face. 

I’m beginning to thinkit’s some 
sort-of marketing plot or some- 
thing, with Hanson involved. Have 
you ever heard their tune that 
goes: “Feel the Love/it’s not enough/ 
It makes the world go round and 
round...” 

My head is spinning from 
Hewitt’s other dabblings, includ- 
ing her essays in the “Chicken 
Soup for the Soul” series, works so 
rich I can hear Chuck E. Cheese 
calling her name. She has also 
recorded three CDs, including one 
titled, “Let’s Go Bang.”. 

The Japanese smash features 
cover “art” of Hewitt in a metallic 
bra top, white spandex pants, knot- 
ted, teased hair and the smoky 
“raccoon” effect around her eyes. 

This “grunge-chic” look, popu- 
lar at the turn of the decade, was 
featured in Young & Modern’s 
photo spread of Love’s Favorite 
Fashions from fall of 1997.1 spent 
an entire weekend cleaning my 
room recently, not leaving the 
house, and even then I received 
the daily infiltration. 

About five seconds later I spot- 
ted a Seventeen magazine from 
last February featuring a photo 
spread of Love for Valentine’s Day 
and her advice on getting a boy- 
friend. Aww, how sweet. Now she’s 
influencing teenage girls on how 
to win friends and influence people 


File photo 
HERE SHE IS AGAIN: Jennifer Love 
Hewitt, an American icon? 


using their “personality.” 

This coming from a girl quoted 
in another magazine as saying her 
cleavage was one of her favorite 
things about herself. 

“I used to hate them. Now I 
consider them one of my best as- 
sets,” she said. 

Well, she must have really 
worked her assets off to get where 
she is. I often wonder about the 
double entendre behind her pre- 
ferred stage name, Love. 


Her most recent 
project has her showcas- 
ing her assets again, front 
and center in the posters 
for her movie “I Still 
Know What You Did Last 
Summer.” I could only 
venture a guess, but I bet 
Love watches the Gidget 
movies over and over 
again on her vacation, 
trying to emulate the 
kind of performance her 
favorite star puts out. 

Hey, even if she gives 
up trying to win an Os- 
car, there’s always the 
Grammies. It shouldn’t 
be hard to get your video 
on MTV when your boy- 
friend is the influential 
DJ Carson Daly, another 
gig that lands her in the 
daily society pages. Turn 
the next page and you 
can see her pursuing the 
modeling gig as Neu- 
trogena’s facial wash spokesmodel. 

My greatest hope is that she'll 
be washed up by the time the 
millennium hits, although she will 
be right in fashion with the metal- 
lic bustier. As for now, my only 
escape can be cancelling my maga- 
zine subscriptions, turning offthe 
TV and radio and heading for the 
African hills. 


Contact Carley Thornell by email at 
observer@necc. mass.edu 


I was just envisioning... 


@ Columnist looks 
at changes coming 
to the college 


don’t know about you, but I 
[= darn excited about the 

“sweeping changes” taking 
place at NECC. 

I mean, when I read the Ob- 
server of Feb.24 about the pro- 
posed new Gateway at the campus 
entrance, and plans to trim over- 
grown shrubbery on the north 
side of the F-building, I was jump- 
ing and hopping around like Tinky 
Winky on a pogo stick, yipping 
and wahooing like Bob Dole on 
Viagra. 

And now today’s column. 

As a service to my loyal read- 
ers—both of you, not counting my 
grandfather and his cat Smokey— 
I gaze into my crystal ball, exam- 
ining the future space utilization 
and reconstruction plans. 

March 17, 1999: President’s din- 
ing room. In memory of the late 
cool Joe Camel, Big Tobacco com- 
panies donate $100 million to 


NECC. Head tobacco honchos, at- 
tending the liverwurst sandwich 
and green Kool-Aid (remember, 
it’s St. Patrick’s Day) luncheon, 
present Prez Hartleb with over- 
sized check. 

Says one Cancer-Stick suit of 
his cozy relationship with the col- 
lege, “As the rest of the world has 
turned on us faster than Linda 
Tripp on Monica Lewinsky, liter- 
ally suing the freaking pants off 
us, NECC has remained a true 
friend of Big Tobacco, providing 
smokers a safe haven, a refuge 
and a place to call HOME.” 

March 18, 1999: Spurk building 
renamed: JOE CAMEL BUILDING. . 

March 19, 1999: The lobby for- 
merly known as Spurk is converted 
into a casino. Commenting on the 
new casino, an ebullient Clifton 
Clarke, maintenance foreman, 
says “It’s very exciting. I’ve been 
here for 28 years. It’s time for a 
change.” 

March 20, 1999: Students fre- 
quenting casino receive free $10 
rollof quarters. Eight-week course 
offered to students: Blackjack 101. 

April 1, 1999: Brand-spanking 
new sign unveiled at front en- 
trance way on Elliott Street, re- 
plete with neon red blinking lights, 
reading LIVE NUDE DANCING. 

President Hartleb, beaming 
about the new sign, tells report- 
ers, “We wanted something that 
declares the distinct nature of the 
campus. Something that says this 
is a very important place — you 


have arrived.” ; 

April 1, 1999: 3 p.m.: Amid pro- 
test, LIVE NUDE DANCING sign 
removed. An obviously rankled 
Hartleb tiptoes around questions 
concerning the sign. He finally 
mutters something about Puritani- 
cal extremism, then admits “It 
was just a good old fashioned April 
Fool’s Day prank. Period.” 

July 4, 1999: Ground breaking 
ceremonies held on campus for 
new Technology/Fine Arts and 
Convention Center, theme park, 
bait shop, child care center, em- 
physema ward, amphitheater, 
bocci court, new Fenway Park and 
Quickie Mart. 

Dr. James Samel, Education 
Alliance member said, “NECC will 
be the place to be in 2000. There 
will be remarkable changes on 
campus.” 

Attending the ceremonies is 
Vice President and presidential 
front-runner Al Gore. Gore, trying 
to shed his stiffer-than-Boris 
Yeltsin-after-drinking-a-gallon-of- 
vodka image, hams it up for the 
crowd, playfully tossing a shovel- 
ful of dirt on NECC enrollment VP 
Mary Ellen Ashley’s sandals. 

Gore, referring to July 4, 1776, 
always the master of hyperbole 
says, “Independence Day must 
share the limelight with NECC’s 
Expansion Day.” 

Sept. 13, 1999: Fall classes re- 
sume. 

Sept. 13, 1999: Education Alli- 
ance chief James “don’t call me 


Bobby” McGee announces that new 
campus security will be posted at 
the college’s gateway to improve 
the “perception” of safety as stu- 
dents enter the campus. 

Sept. 13, 1999: Fifty over-the- 
hill former mall security guards 
dressed as SWAT team members 
and Ninjas, wearing scowling 
prison guard masks, carrying plas- 
tic Rambo AK-47 assault rifles and 
GI Joe walkie talkies, accompa- 
nied by 10 golden retriever pup- 
pies dressed in pit bull costumes, 
man new three-story SPGS (secu- 
rity perception guard shack). 

When asked if the NECC cam- 
pus is safe, one guard deadpans, 
“The perception of safety is there, 
but we really can’t see out of these 
masks.” 

Oct. 1, 1999: New England Pa- 
triots owner Bob Kraft announces 
Patriots’ move to NECC beginning 
in 2003. 

Oct. 2, 1999: College lands 2008 
Democratic National Convention. 

Oct.31, 1999: Overgrown shrub- 
bery thinned out alongside F-build- 
ing. Thirty-five empty Budweiser 
cans, two tattered Sports Illus- 
trated Swimsuit issues and the 
body of Jimmy Hoffa recovered. 

Nov. 18, 1999: NECC celebrates 
“The Anti-Great American Smoke 
Out.” Students, smokers and non- 
smokers, receive free packs of 
“Lucky Strikes” and Joe Camel key 
chains. 

Dec. 1 1999: An oh-so-proud 
Mary Ellen Ashley, announces that 
the Golden Globes, the People’s 
Choice Awards, the Tonys, the 
Oscars, the Grammys, the ESPYs, 
several monster truck shows, the 
world yodeling championships, 


and the Star Trek convention are 
all coming to the college in 2005. 

Dec. 31, 1999: Traditional Times 
Square New Year's Eve celebration 
moved to NECC. 

Jan. 1, 2000: Y2K problem 
doesn't shut down NECC. 

Jan. 31, 2000: After leading the 
Denver Broncos to their third 
straight Super Bowl victory, John 
Elway, MVP quarterback, is asked 
what he’s going to do next. Smil- 
ing his trademark buck-toothed 
grin, he announces to a world- 
wide audience “I am going to 
Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege.” 

Oct. 12, 2001: Supreme Court 
orders NECC brass to cease pass- 
ing out recruiting leaflets, like 
desperate Hari Krishnas at airports. 

Feb. 12, 2005: Simmering de- 
bate continues over campus gate- 
way project. 

In an attempt to create a more 
visibly attractive entranceway, 
Mary Ellen Ashley promotes her 
idea of erecting a mini Golden 
Gate bridge over Kenoza Lake lead- 
ing to NECC. 

Hartleb objects, fearing 
stressed-out students may jump 
off bridge during finals. 

Dec. 30, 2007: Hartleb named 
Time magazine’s “Man of the 
Year.” 

May 22, 2015: Wiseass Observer 
journalist graduates. After 17 years 
of taking one course per semester, 
opinion columnist and paperboy 
bids adieu to NECC. 

When reached for comment, 
Hartleb, sighing deeply, says “Hal- 
lelujah.” 

Contact Mark Behan by email at 
behanm@aol.com 
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@ They’re cited for 
excellence in reading, 
writing, pronunciation 


By DAVID COUSINS 
News Editor 
he college’s ESL Department recently: 
handed out 12 certificates and mon- 
etary awards to students who excel in 
different academic areas such as CORE En- 
glish III and IV, and Academic eh Iand 
I. 

Dean. of Instructional Sappert David 
Kelly, handed out awards to students cho- 
sen by a committee of ESL teachers. 

Those chosen won the ESL Scholarship 
Awards for Academic Excellence. 

Alicia Cacho,. Yekaterina Karpova and 
Jackie Frias took home the awards in Core 
English [I andIV, | 

Academic English I and IT winners were 
Rami Khoury and Lubov Siniavska. 

Pronunciation winner was Juan Alcala. 

Reading English III and IV winners were 
Juan Valentin, Edgar Galva and Anastasios 
Miras. 

Academic Reading winner was Hicham 
Samar. ° 

Communication ly winners were Eliza- 
beth Frias and Carmita Barrera, — 

ESL professor, Frank DeSarro said, “Last 
semester we held a talent show where we 


gave out these awards, to students who we — 


felt over-acheived in different catagories. 


‘I'm really proud of each and every one who 


comes through this cotirse, and the goals 
they set for themselves.” 

The program teaches students how to 
use the English Language as a tool and 
prepares them for future careers. 

“The class gave me a chance to improve 
my English and meet great people from 
around the world,” said German student, 
Julia Helbich. “I want to major in graphic 
art. I know I need to learn English so I can 


David Cousins photo 


-BREAKING LANGUAGE BARRIERS: Julia Helbich, Anastasias Miras, Jackie Frias, 
Jihad Maroun and Manuel Jejada learn from each other in ESL class. 


talk to people.” 
Student Manuel Tajada said, “L love the 


class because of the reading. help that 1& 


receive, It gives me.a chance to. help. my 
daughter with her homework and brings us 
closer together.” 


Nations from around the world Tepre- { 
sented in the ESL program i include, China, 
Germany, Japan, Lebanon, Greece and 


Morrocco. 
Contact David ‘Cousins by. “email at 
dcous99@hotmail. com 


Faculty association lobbies area legislators — 


Continued from page’1 © 
annually was™“shameful;” LeBlanc fod 


on the inequities of salaries of faculty. and = 


professional staff. He said Massachusetts is 
not a poor'‘state; yet the last time step 
increases occurred was 10 years ago. 

~ Dempsey responded by first pledging his 
support for public higher education and 
recapped some of thé problems facing the 
commonwealth back in the early ’90s. 

“Things were difficult in the common- 
wealth in 1990: We had a‘new governor 
facing a one billion-dollar deficit and we 
had to cut every aspect of state government. 
Today in 1999, wé’ve come a long way. 

“With increased revenue and a surplus 
in the budget, we'are trying to revisit areas 
of education and salary issues,” he said. 

Faculty member ‘George Medelinskas 
questioned whether the surplus represented 

money for unpaid bills and if other projects 
such as the “Big Dig” would swallow it up. 
~ Dempsey said while the “Big Dig” could 
possibly drain resources for other purposes, 
he assured the group the surplus is real and 
includes a $12 billion bond authorization. 

“There are‘ projects that need to be 
funded. The question is where do you spend 

' the money.” He indicated these issues were 
currently being examined. 

Dempsey said he supports Sen. Stanley 
Rosenberg’s Fair Share Funding bill which 
declares its goal is providing increases in 
state appropriations to higher education 


institutions incrementally while decreas- © 


ing tuition & fees until they reach one third 
of a student’s cost of education in the state 
and one-fourth for community college stu- 
dents. 

He also addressed the Lane Bill, which 
essentially would eliminate K-12 teachers’ 
tenure and remove just cause as reason for 
dismissal, if passed. The association fears 
the repercussions of the bill would ulti- 
mately affect the higher education commu- 
nity. 
“] think it’s unfortunate the amount of 
teacher-bashing going on at this time,” he 
said. 


“Teachers have to deal with tough issues: * 
today and it’s a'difficultjob. Morale must be’ 
low § going into.a classroom each day with 30 _ 


~32 students and then have to face taking 
an exam which if you fail, you’re out.” 


Referring to the bill; he said virtually? 
every bill introduced into the legislature. 


results in a different version by the time it 
is passed. 

Dempsey encouraged the group to unite 
with other community colleges to build 
grass roots with every possible legislator to 
make a commitment to fund at least $20 
million for salaries: 

“I will support you in the direction of 
funding $20 million because you have a 
very important job here. We are fortunate 
to have NECC in Haverhill. All of you play a 


critical role in helping people succeed,” he’ 


said. 

Dempsey said while it would be ideal to 
have the reclassification study completed 
before the spring budget, a supplemental 
funding bill needs to be filed now. 

“We are on our way to dealing with the 
subject. We certainly have the money to do 
it now, and we have a responsibility to do 
it,” Dempsey said. 

LeBlanc raised the issue of the Univer- 
sity of Massachusetts receiving a three-year 
contract with relative ease while histori- 
cally community colleges do not get the 
response or the respect they have earned. 

Commenting on the quality ofa commu- 
nity college education delivered at a lower 
cost, LeBlanc said, “We do it at a lower cost 
with part-time instructors who don’t al- 
ways have extra time to give.” 

Dempsey said in the past each commu- 
nity college would do its own thing when it 
came to budgets, making the process some- 
what fragmented. He said UMASS now meets 
with all its members and presents its salary 
issues as a unified effort. 

LeBlanc also expressed his fear that the 
state was delaying the reclassification be- 
cause it wants to incorporate the results 
into contract negotiations after the current 
contract runs out in June. 


Other faculty mémibers voiced’ similar! 


“concerns about the timeliness 6f the study 
that has been ongoing for twoyears withno 


visible results. 
Massachusetts Community College 


*Council Communications Coordinator Pe- 
ter Flynn explained ‘to Dempsey the slow 


mechanics of the state authorized study. He 
said there is one retired state worker who is 
single-handedly checking data. 
“It’s built-in inertia,” Flynn said. 
Dempsey expressed concern about the 


study saying that sometimes a study finds 


a reason not to do something. 
He ‘urged the group to move now in 
getting a funding bill passed before the 


study is finished and negotiated eS both 


parties. 
One faculty member voiced concern over 


the privatization and eroding of higher ° 


education, saying the current governor 
would like to see fewer public institutions 
and more private colleges. 

Dempsey said he didn’t think that ‘will 
happen and said he saw no evidence of that. 
Infact, he noted a strong well of support for 
higher education at the public level. 

Nursing professor Thelma’ Halberstad, 
asked Dempsey who else the association 
should be seeing and what else it SU be 
doing. 

Dempsey said he would like to see the 
union reach out to every area to generate 
support and to convince rank and file legis- 
lators, Republicans and Democrats alike, to 
build a coalition in support of the funding. 
He said it should be done as soon as possible 
because the budget will be worked on in 
May. 

Halberstadt asked, “what i AMIPLESSES you 
more, a phone call, a letter... 

Dempsey pointed to the sizable group in 
attendance saying, “This is what impresses 
me. 

“Take it to another level and include all 
the other community colleges. Network 
and make a case for getting the funding.” 

Contact Camille Ducey by email at 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


| Senate gives thumbs 


up to Gay alliance 


he student senate approved the consti 
tution of the NECC Gay/Straight Alli- 
ance.at its meeting last week making offi- 
cial a club that has been in operation since 
October 1998. 
According to adviser Frank DeSarro, the 
objectives of the GSA are: 
- To educate the community on sexual 
orientation issues. 
* To provide a safe atmosphere for gays 
and straights. 
«To have a place to socialize. 
~ To advocate for human rights of the 
entire community. 
- To encourage community service. 
Last semester, in addition to conduct- 
ing luncheon meetings, 16 members of the 
GSA spent.a week in Paris immersed in'the 
culture and ambiance of the city of lights. 
_ At:the upcoming'March-12 meeting, 4 
leadership team of five to seven students, 
faculty and staff willbe chosen to direct the 
GSA; which is‘one:of over 140'such organi- 
zations in Massachusetts high schoolsiand 
-colleges. All interested; members: are Wwel- 
come to attend the freedunch andimeeting 
to: be-held in' C-109: beginning at noon.** © 
Other scheduled events include:: > 
March :25 -*NECC:hostsithe Governor’s 
Commission:on Safe Colleges:workshop in 
the student theater in Bees — noon 
to 3 p.m. 
May 15 =: Youth Pride Rally at | State 
House in Boston... 
June 14-9 — Human | Rights: Week, 
Lawrence: 
Dates for the upcoming: Shared: cart 


»Photo:Exhibit of gay; lesbian,’ bisexual-and: 


‘transgender youth anda joint meeting with 
the Criminal Justice Club to discuss sexual 


1 SET SPIT SA PISTOL AI IAS ERT TENET DOE TD FASE 
Orientation issues and law enforcement 


will be announced. 
= y For. more information about the GBA, 


2 cars at ee into. 


Fe. 9: At approximate y 7 pin., a book 
store employee approached her car and 
discovered a man sitting in the driver’s seat. 
When challenged, the man got out of the, 


“ear and ran toward Elliott Street. The em-: 


ployee described him as a white male, six-: 
feet tall with salt-and pepper-hair: St 
Nothing was taken from the car, but the 
casing around the steering column was 
broken. 
Feb. 5: An instructor reportedithat food 
was stolen from her Spurk office sometime 
during the night of Feb: 4. 0 =. )° 3 + 


“~~ Feb. 17: Security was called to:room E- 


255 when a student passed out in class. The 
student had fallen off a'stool and injured 
himself, possibly as the result of a seizure. 
The Haverhill Fire Department transported 
the man to the hospital and the instructor 
dismissed the class due to the presence of 
blood on the floor from the accident. 

Feb. 19: An employee was knocked to the 
floor during a basketball game in the gym. 
He was unconscious for several minutes, 
and was transported to Hale Hospital for 
treatment. 

March 2: A student found a stranger 
sitting in his car at 8 p.m. He alerted secu- 
rity, but on their arrival the individual had 
fled the scene. Though the contents of the 
car were disturbed, nothing appeared to be 
missing. 


We love your story 
ideas. Call our 
newsline at ext. 3640 
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Legislators educated 


about Fair 


Share, 


workforce retraining 


@ Continued from page 1 
provide training for the employed. 

The program is funded by the legislature 
at $9 million dollars this year and $18 
million dollars next year, and the college 
has applied for $534,000 in the first round 

_of funding this year. The legislators were 
encouraged to help get the college’s re- 
quests approved. 

Under Chapter 175, the state provides 
matching funds for any company that ap- 
plies for worker training. If a training pro- 
gram costs $200, the state picks up $100, 
and the company pays the remainder. 

The catch is the company must apply for 
the funds; an individual seeking training is 
not eligible for the program. Robert Hatem, 
executive assistant to the president, urged 
the lawmakers to amend the program so 
individual employees could avail themselves 
of the same dollar-for-dollar match. 

Hatem also noted there were some new- 
comers to the scene who were trying to pass 
themselves off as trainers, hoping to profit 
from the program. 

“All of a sudden there are hosts of fly-by- 
night entrepreneurs trying to take advan- 
tage of Chapter 175 funds,” he said. “This 
program doesn’t belong anywhere but the 
community colleges.” 

The legislators were also encouraged to 
support another bill recently sponsored by 
the Greater Boston Chamber of Commerce 
and MassINC, a non-partisan think tank. 

The proposed legislation would provide 


a 20 percent grant to a community college 
for every dollar it raised in revenue from 
training contracts with businesses. It would 
also provide a grant of $50,000 per campus 
to fund the cost of a recruitment officer, 
who would be responsible for making con- 
nections with the business community. 

Hartleb said it was his intention that the 
20 percent grant would be used by the 
college to further underwrite the cost ofthe 
Center for Business and Industry. He indi- 
cated the college would’ like to have a 
sliding scale of fees for businesses. 

On other issues, Sen. Susan Tucker noted 
the average age of students at the college is 
29. She voiced her concerns about what 
happened to students between the time 
they graduated from high school and the 
time they began attending here. 

“High schools always tout that they have 
80 or 90 percent of their graduates going on 
to college,” she said, "but if they checked 
the numbers a year later, I wonder what 
they’d be.” 

Trustee Joseph Bevilacqua echoed 
Tucker’s words, and suggested one possible 
solution. 

“There’s got to be more of a direct link 
between the college and local high schools,” 
he said. 

Others also suggested strengthening 
those ties, noting a high school diploma is 
no longer enough to secure a decent job. 

Contact Steve Landwehr by email at 
slande1 9@mediaone.net 


Johanna Choina photos 
FOOD AT LAST: After hearing 
about college needs ranging from 
the Fair Share funding formula to 
workforce training, legislators and 
college employees break to eat. 


See chart on next page to see how 
NECC will fare if the Fair Share 
bill is approved. 


Developmental area personnel say ‘no’ to move to Bentley Library 


Weekends - 


AGE HANDLERS 


Part-Time Jobs 
$10.50-$11.75/Hour* 


*Rate includes incentive averaged @ 20 hrs 


* Weekends & Holidays Off 


* College Tuition Reimbursement Up To $5,250/yr. for select shifts 


« Annual Raises 


* 3-1/2 to 5 Hour Shifts (shift start & end times may vary) 


¢ Consistent Work Schedule 

+ Benefits (Medical/Life, 401K & Paid Vacations) 
: Must be 17 Years or Older 

* Transportation Available from Select Locations 


ALL SHIFTS AVAILABLE 


Meet with our On-Campus Recruiter 


Haverhill Job Fair 
Building C 
March 10th & March 31st 


{ Lawrence Campus Arboretum 
» March 11th from 5PM - 7PM 


March 23rd from 2PM - 4:30PM 


378-441-3400 


United Parcel Service 
-90 Brick Kiln Rd «Chelmsford 
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or locked into regular time sched- 
ules. Some of these programs are 
lumped together with distance 
learning and CLEP programs. 

“These are not integrated with 
courses. It makes sense to me to 
have them at a different location,” 
McDermott said. 

She said the developmental 
courses are very much paralleled 
to what is done at NECC where 
classrooms and labs are grouped 
together in one location. ~ 

“Proximity is everything in our 
program,” she said. 

She said students in the En- 
glish, math, and ESL programs 
often go directly from their classes 
to adjacent labs for hands-on work 
and other students in history, sci- 
ence and sociology classes often 
drop in to get help with writing 
papers. 

“They’re not apt to do that if 
the labs are in another building,” 
McDermott said. 

Nancy Nickerson, coordinator 


66 


It may be nice. to 
have new offices, 
but it’s one more 
way of separat- 
ing us from the 
students... 


of developmental math and de- 
partment chair for developmental 
studies said the math lab is an 
extension of the classroom philo- 
sophically, educationally and 
physically and the separation from 
the classroom violates the integ- 
rity of that connection. 

Other faculty members agreed. 


- “It may be nice to have new of- 


fices, but it’s one more way of 
separating us from students and 
the rest of the college and other 
faculty members. It would be very 
difficult,” said Rick Lizotte, ESL 
professor. 

Joanna Fortna, coordinator of 
the writing program, said there is 
a very tight connection with the 
labs as part of students’ classes 
and separating the two would be 
very fragmented. 

McDermott said she spent last 
spring ona sabbatical visiting com- 
munity colleges around the coun- 
try and attending conferences on 


developmental education. She said 


she has heard John Roueche, a 
renowned expert in the develop- 
mental field, emphasize at every 
conference that the key to success 


for developmental students is hav- — 


ing more time on task. 

He said ideally courses should 
meet for more hours with inte- 
grated’ labs where teachers and 
staff can give students the indi- 
vidualized help often needed when 
they. are confused or their under- 
standing needs to be enhanced. 

She said Roueche views the de- 
velopmental courses in Denver as 
an excellent example of a success- 


ful program. 

She also quoted Hunter Boylan, 
director of the national center for 
developmental education at Ap- 
palachian State University who 
said the most successful develop- 
mental programs integrate labo- 
ratory activities with course re- 
quirements. 

David Kelley, dean of instruc- 
tional support, said the space pro- 
posal represents a “broad futuris- 
tic type of plan with lots of pieces 
that need to be put together.” 

He said he has not been able to 
study the plan in depth, but is 
trying to process it to see what is 
best. 

“It’s a balancing act. There are 
some positives and negatives to 
the plan,” he said. 

Kelley said he was happy the 
library will receive some of the 
services vital to students and that 
issues such as quiet study space, a 
central entry and other proposed 
improvements are welcome and 
long overdue. 

Kelley said he wants to be open- 
minded to see what will and will 
not work, but agrees moving the 
developmental labs to the new 
building will not serve students 
effectively. 

“Maybe ‘as details evolve, we 
may be able to discern some of the 
downward aspects of the plan,” he 
said. 

McDermott and her staff have 
communicated their comments 
and concerns to Hartleb. 

Contact Camille Ducey by email at 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
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Board of Higher Education 


Recommended Base Budget Increases for FY2000 
Based on the BHE Formula 


Bristol 


$1,248,925 
$1,198,504 
$1,140,526 
$1,087,459 
$986,589 
$912,986 
$892,838 
$876,307 
$758,043 
$632,850 
$626,676 
$467,443 
$437,966 
$322,283 
$306,719 


—— 


$500,000 


Massasoit 


Middlesex | 
Northem Essex 
Quinsigamond 

Holyoke 
Mass Bay 


Mt Wachusett 
Bunker Hill 
Cape Cod 
North Shore 
Springfield 
Greenfield 
Berkshire 
Roxbury 


$0 


$1,000,000 


$1,500,000 


ART 
POETRY 
STORIES 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

GRAPHICS 

ONE-ACT PLAYS 


SONG LYRICS 


Submit materials to Parnassus Box 
(Art to Room C317P) 


Haverhill: Located outside, C317T 
Lawrence: Located in the lobby 


Deadline: Wednesday March 24th 
Show us your creative side 
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JUST A PINT, PLEASE: Students line up to give the gift of life 
at the spring blood drive in the student center. Twenty-four 
pints were collected by the American Red Cross. 


The Bard is bad 
for you, they say 


By JIM FITZGERALD 
AP Writer 


Wee PLAINS, N.Y. (AP) — 
Drug counseling and sui- 
cide prevention courses are about 
as dangerous to students as the 
plays of William Shakespeare, a 
psychotherapist says. 

“There’s a lot of gory things in 
Shakespeare’s plays,” said Marvin 
Goldfried, testifying Monday at a 
federal trial that claims the Bedford 
Central School District is out of 
control. 

Three Catholic families allege 
that the district is inculcating 
Satanism, occultism and New Age 
religion in their children. 

At issue Monday was the fami- 
lies’ objection to drug and suicide 
classes, several personal-growth 
courses and some homework as- 
signments as invasions of privacy 
and violations of their right to 
raise their children as they see fit. 

Plaintiffs lawyer James Bendell 
tried to show that many courses 
are actually psychotherapy and 
therefore parents’ permission 
should be required. 

Psychotherapist William 
Coulson appeared for the plain- 
tiffs and warned that the get-in- 
touch-with-your-feelings trend of 
psychiatry that arose in the 1960s 
and 1970s had been disavowed by 
professionals, but was evident in 
the Bedford course offerings. 

“Those children who were 
reared well and have not had the 
opportunity of bad feelings are 
given the opportunity to express 
those feelings,” he said of a drug 
counseling program. 

Commenting on a decision- 
making course that explored 
whether it is proper to pressure a 
girl into having sex, Coulson said, 
“That’s nothing that a child raised 


“in a good Catholic home would be 


encouraged to explore.” 
But Goldfried said the tech- 


“niques of psychotherapy come up 


in everyday life without amount- 
ing to actual treatment. Athletes 
getting themselves up for a game 
or a group of ad executives brain- 
storming are using such tech- 
niques, he said. 


The techniques used at the 
Bedford schools are so low-risk 
that they pose no greater danger 


than reading Shakespeare, 
Goldfried said. He said the Bedford 
curriculum was teaching cogni- 
tive skills rather than probing 
deeply into emotions. 

The techniques do not amount 
to therapy and simply help chil- 
dren develop “social intelligence 

.. this whole array of competence 
outside of math and reading,” he 
said. 


Emu looks very 
good to this wild 
turkey 


ALEM, Ore. (AP) — She’s not too 

bright, much too tall and 
doesn’t give him the time of day. 

But that hasn’t deterred one 
amorous male turkey from focus- 
ing his affections on a gray-brown 
emu named Stupid. 

The affair took wing in a pas- 
ture just south of here, where 
Roger Banks keeps Stupid as a pet. 

“That’s what IJ call her,” Banks 
said. “They aren’t any smarter than 
a chicken.” 

He went to the end of his drive- 
way one morning to get the paper, 
and there was the wild male tur- 
key, strutting after Stupid in hot 
pursuit. 

“Turkeys aren’t very bright, ei- 
ther,” Banks said Sunday as he 
watched the two birds wander the 
pasture three days after the gob- 
bler showed up. 

The first of March marks the 
beginning of mating season for 
wild turkeys, and Banks reasons 
that there must not be too many 
female turkeys around. 

While Stupid is petite for her 
species — which among birds is 
second in size only to the ostrich— 
her beau barely comes up to her 
knees. 

“Still, the determined turkey 


‘trails Stupid everywhere she goes. 
_.“She’s quite a bit faster than him,” 
Banks said, “but eventually he gets 


there.” 

The emu doesn’t seem to mind 
— or notice, for that matter — so 
Banks said he'll let the wild turkey 
hang around. “I don’t see that I 
really have any choice,” he said. “I 
mean, nature calls.” 


1 in 8 S. Africans 
infected with HIV 


APE TOWN, South Africa (AP) 

One in eight South African 
adults are infected with HIV, pre- 
cursor of the deadly AIDS virus, 
according to an annual health 
survey. 

“This is a wake-up call to say we 
are running out of time. We can- 
not be complacent,” Health Minis- 
ter Nkosazana Zuma told a news 


’ conference, adding that the peak 


of the epidemic was still not in 
sight. 

The Department of Health’ re- 
port estimated 3.6 million people 
were infected by the end of 1998, 
compared with 2.7 million in 1997. 

The survey of 15,301 pregnant 
women showed 22.8 percent tested 
positive for the virus, a jump of 33 
percent from the previous year. 

Health experts commonly use 
surveys of pregnant women to 
track the movement of the disease 
in the rest of the population and 
estimate total levels of infection. 

Fighting AIDS is a top priority 
of the African National Congress- 
led government, which has 
launched numerous campaigns to 
educate people about the dangers 
of unprotected sex and is provid- 
ing free condoms. 


Shoe fetishist 
convicted 


INGAPORE (AP) — A Singapore 

man twice caught stealing 
other people’s shoes, pleaded in 
court for leniency, saying he had 
an addiction to the smell of worn 
footwear, a newspaper reported 
Friday. ! 

Zainal Mohamed Esa, 43, a truck 
driver, stole the shoes out of a 
“burning desire, akin to that of a 
drug addict, to sniff used pairs of 
shoes,” his lawyer, Rai Ratan 
Kumar, told The Straits Times. 

Zainal was found guilty earlier 
this week and sentenced to 25 
weeks in prison. 

In November last year police 
were alerted by a call that some- 
one was stealing shoes in a a gov- 
ernment-subsidized apartment 
block. 

According to the paper, police 
officers later found Zainal in the 
building with 40 pairs of shoes. 

While awaiting trial for that 
offense, he was caught in January 
with another 28 pairs of stolen 
shoes, the paper said. 


Danish silo just 


won't go out 


OPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) 

Firefighters in the Danish 
town of Esberg don’t rush to their 
biggest fire anymore. They just 
stop by once in a while to see ifit’s 
still burning. 

Denmark’s largest silo, used 
mainly to store wood, has been 
smoldering for four months, and 
there seems to be little chance of 
extinguishing the slow burn that 
started Nov. 5. 

Pouring water into the silo 
would swell the 35,000 tons of 
wood and burst the structure, 
while emptying all the wood would 
take months. 


@ His contributions 
to United States 
cited as reason 


By JOHN PACENTI 
AP Writer 


IAMI (AP) — Manuel 
Noriega’s prison sen- 
tence has been cut by 10 


years, a move that means the 
former Panamanian dictator now 
has a chance to win release as 
early as next year. 

Noriega, 62; won the reduction 
from U.S. District Judge William 
Hoeveler after arguing that he 
deserves credit for helping the 
United States pursue its interests 
in Latin America while he was in 
power. 


Noriega must be released - 


around 2007 — and he could have 
a chance of getting out of prison 
as early as next year, his attorney 
said. 

“We think the judge appreci- 
ated the general’s contribution to 
the United States over the many, 
many years he was head of the 
Panamanian government,” said 
defense lawyer Frank Rubino. 

Without the sentence reduc- 
tion, Rubino said, Noriega would 
not have been released until 2019 
at the earliest — when he would be 
more than 80. 

Noriega was captured after the 
United States invaded Panama in 
1989 and was sent to prison for 
money laundering and drug traf- 
ficking. He has spent nearly nine 
years by himself in a two-cell suite 
at a federal prison near Miami 
since Hoeveler granted him spe- 
cial status as a prisoner of war. 

Rubino said the ruling means 
Noriega will have a better chance 
to- win release at his first parole 
hearing in 2000. The parole board 
had said that under the original 


sentence, Noriega would not be 
approved for parole until at least 
2019. 

“Basically, we are talking about 
getting out of jail at a time where 
he can still enjoy life,” Rubino 
said. “He then can enjoy his wife, 
his family, his grandchildren. It’s 
a significant reduction.” 

Hoeveler said he shortened 
Noriega’s sentence after consider- 
ing the nature of his confinement 
and the “disparity between the 
defendant’s sentence and the sen- 
tences served by his co-conspira- 
tors.” 

“What the defendant may have 
done to the citizens of Panama or 
to his political opponents are not 
factors that I can properly con- 


sider,” the judge said. 

Parole was abolished in the fed- 
eral system, but Noriega was still 
eligible for parole because he was 
sentenced prior to its elimination. 
All federal prisoners can earn time 
off for good behavior or other 
considerations. 

Noriega joined the army in 
1962. He rose to power under Omar 
Torrijos, who seized power in a 
1968 coup. Torrijos was killed in a 
plane crash in 1981. 

Noriega took control of the 
Panamanian government two 
years later, and U.S. officials often 
praised him for his role in fighting 
drug traffic and paid him hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars. But 
relations began to sour in the late 


Judge cuts Noriega sentence by 10 years 


Enric Marti/AP Photo 
EGYPTIAN VISIT: Libyan President Moammar Gadhafi laughs with officials of the Egyptian 
museum as he visits the room displaying the Tutankhamen treasures at the museum in Cairo. 
Gadhafi is in Egypt on a week visit and discussed with Egyptian authorities the possible hand-over 
for trial of the two suspects in the Lockerbie bombing. 


1980s, amid reports of Noriega’s 
involvement in drug trafficking 
and corruption and his increas- 
ingly independent political stand. 

In December, Noriega had 
asked the judge to reduce his sen- 


‘tence to no more than 15 years for 


his help to the United States. 
Former U.S. officials testified that 
his assistance was crucial to U.S. 
foreign policy objectives in South 
America in the 1980s. 

Donald Winters, chief of CIA 
operations in Panama, said 
Noriega brokered deals with South 
American leaders, acted as a liai- 
son to Cuba’s Fidel Castro, pro- 
vided details on guerrilla and ter- 
rorist activities and even gave the 
former Shah of Iran a safe haven. 


Panel to study Jehovah's Witnesses plight in Russia 


@ Religion is being 
portrayed as an 
enemy of families 


By ANNA DOLGOV 
AP Writer 


OSCOW (AP) — Ajudge in 
a case on banning 
Jehovah’s Witnesses from 


Moscow ordered an experts’ panel 
Friday to study the group’s litera- 
ture — a move that church offi- 
cials said was designed to put off 
an acquittal because of strong 
political pressure. 

Russian media have been por- 
traying the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
as acult that destroys families and 
threatens lives. The leaders of the 
Russian Orthodox Church — which 
is jealously guarding its dominance 
in Russia — have been sharply 
denouncing the group. 

“To admit now that Jehovah’s 
Witnesses are absolutely right, and 
the state, as represented by the 
prosecutor, is making groundless 


accusations against them — that 
may seem a too-bold decision to 
the court,” said chief defense at- 
torney, Galina Krylova. 

The civil trial marks the first 
time prosecutors have used 
Russia’s controversial religion law 
to try to disband a religious group. 
The law, adopted in 1997 under 
strong pressure from the Russian 
Orthodox Church, gives courts the 
right to outlaw any religious group 
that they find guilty of inciting 
hatred or intolerant behavior. 

The Moscow prosecutor’s of- 
fice charges that Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses create rifts between family 
members because of their prac- 
tice of not celebrating national 
holidays, and threaten lives by 
pressuring sick people into refus- 
ing medical aid. 

Prosecutors have “brought all 
their witnesses, they have tried to 
substantiate their charges” but 
they haven’t produced any spe- 
cific evidence, said Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses spokesman Judah 
Schroeder. 

“In any court of law, we would 
think that now the judge would be 
in a position to render a decision 


and we could be exonerated. But 
not here.” 

On Friday, the prosecution 
called Alexander Dvorkin, who 
studies sects for the Russian Or- 
thodox Church in Moscow, to tes- 
tify. Dvorkin only made a general- 
ized speech denouncing the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, trial partici- 
pants said. 

“IT was at a shameful show 
where people spoke who don’t 
know a thing and don’t under- 
stand-a thing,” said Nikolai 
Gordiyenko, a religious studies 
professor at the St. Petersburg State 
University. Gordiyenko testified for 
the defense. 

The prosecution could not be 
reached for comment. : 

Judge Yelena Prokhorycheva 
decided to form an experts’ panel 
to study Jehovah’s Witnesses lit- 
erature — which means another 
long delay of a ruling. The panel 
will be put together jointly by the 
court, the prosecution and defense. 

While the trial goes on, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses in Moscow 
have been barred from renting 
buildings for their services, and 
several regional branches of the 


church were denied registration, 
the group said in a statement re- 
leased last week. 

“The prolonging of the trial 
undoubtedly prevents Jehovah’s 
Witnesses from living a normal 
life,” Krylova said. 

If outlawed, the Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses would no longer have the 
right to hold public services, rent’ - 
property or distribute literature 
in Moscow. 

That would be a major blow to 
the New York-based Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, who claim to be the 
fifth-largest Christian group in 
Russia, with about 10,000 mem- 
bers in Moscow and more than 
250,000 across the country. 
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Ousted minister to kick off 
homosexuality conference > 


@ Film festival and 
comedy show will be 
featured 


URHAM (AP) — A Method- 
D ist minister who was 

ousted from a Raleigh 
church, for his homosexual advo- 
cacy and lost his Nebraska church 
after performing a lesbian wed- 
ding, will kick offa three-day gath- 
ering of college homosexuals at 
Duke University. 

Duke officials expect between 
300 and 500 people to converge on 
the campus for the Southeastern 
‘Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender College Conference. 

The Rev. Jimmy Creech, a North 
Carolina native and graduate of 
Duke’s Divinity School, will kick 


off the gathering tonight by lead- 


ing a “Gay Gospel Hour,” featur- 
ing the choir of St. John’s Metro- 
politan Community Church of Ra- 
leigh. 

' Dukeis serving as host for most 
of the events and is sponsoring 
the activities with homosexual 


activists at the University of North 


Carolina at Chapel Hill, N.C. State ° 


University and the N.C. Lambda 
Youth Network. 

“We think it allows us to show 
off the Triangle as a great place to 
live for lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender young people, |and so 
we're proud to host it for that 
reason,” said conference coordi- 
nator \Jeannette Johnson-Licon, 
who works at Duke’s Center for 
LGBT Life. 

The conference includes a film 
festival, a comedy show of “Queer 
Jewish” humor, a photo exhibit 
and a performance by Holly 
Hughes, a performance artist 
whose National Endowment of the 
Arts funding was revoked because 
her work did not meet “decency 
standards.” 

Speakers include Candace 
Gingrich of the Washington, D.C.- 
based Human Rights Campaign, 
who is the lesbian half-sister of 
former U.S. House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich; local activist Mandy 
Carter; and Shane Windmeyer, 
who writes about the experience 
of homosexuals in college frater- 
nities. ) 


Lee Arain, a sophomore and 
member of Gothic Queers, a Duke 
student group for homosexual 
undergraduates, is particularly 
interested in the fraternity issue. 


Applications up at many colleges 


@ Web exposure 
cited as reason 


By ROBIN ESTRIN 
AP Writer 


OSTON (AP) — College ad- 
B missions officers are report 
ing a flood of applications 
this year, not only because there 
are more college-bound students 
but because high school seniors 
are using the Internet to apply. 
These days, students are able 
to apply to many colleges elec- 
tronically. Some schools even 
waive their application fees — typi- 
cally anywhere from $35 to $60 — 
for students who apply on line. 

Other schools subscribe to a 
number of electronic services that 
let students fill in their applica- 
tions on computer screens and 
~ forsake typing in tiny rectangular 
boxes. In some cases, the colleges 
and the students split the applica- 
tion costs. 

“From the candidate’s point of 
view, it is a much easier ball game 
and the Internet has facilitated 
that,” said Marlyn McGrath Lewis, 
director ofadmissions for Harvard 
University, which saw the num- 
ber of applicants rise almost 8 


percent this year over last. 

Harvard does not accept appli- 
cations over the Internet, but posts 
its forms on-line for students to 
fill out, then print out and mail 
the old-fashioned way. 

Yale saw its applications rise 
10.5 percent this year; University 
of California-Riverside was up 14.6 
percent — the highest number of 
applications ever; Rensselaer Poly- 
technic Institute in Troy, N.Y., was 
up 13 percent; and Temple Uni- 
versity in Philadelphia was up a 
whopping 23 percent. 

Many of the students who ap- 
plied to Temple this year used an 
electronic application, said Tom 
Maxey, vice president for enroll- 
ment management. 

The Web, he said, “is certainly 
giving us and our colleagues a lot 
more exposure.” 

It used to be prospective appli- 
cants learned about colleges by 
sending away for school brochures 
or pouring through hefty guide- 
books. 

Now, most universities have 
easily accessible Web pages that 
describe everything from admis- 
sions policies to recreation facili- 
ties. 2 

At a time when federal finan- 
cial aid for college is dwindling, 
students are also applying to more 


schools to see where they can get 
the best financial package, said 
Jerry Paxton, president of 
CollegeLink, an electronic appli- 
cation service based in Clinton. 

Students who use CollegeLink 
are applying to an average of five 
schools each, up from an average 
of four schools several years ago, 
said Paxton. 

Almost all of the 1,000 partici- 
pating CollegeLink schools are 
reporting an increase in applica- 
tions of anywhere from 3 percent 
to 5 percent this year, he said, 
with the more selective institu- 
tions much higher. 

But there are some downsides 
to the Net application boom. 

More applicants, for one, mean 
more work for harried admissions 
officers. 

And college officials are find- 
ing it harder to gauge the serious- 
ness of applicants, said Joyce 
Smith, executive director of the 
National Association for College 
Admissions Counseling in Alexan- 
dria, Va. 

“Everybody is talking about 
how great the applicant pool was,” 
Smith said. “I truly sit and just 
wonder if the students are just 
applying to more schools.” 

How many students are apply- 
ing over the Web is difficult to 


Johanna Choina photo 
WHICH WAY TO CANADA?: A flock of Canada Geese check 
out the front of campus before taking refuge at nearby Kenoza 
Lake. 


“The level of homophobia in 
fraternities is pretty high, and I’ve 
had friends who have had to deal 
with that,” he said Wednesday. 
“The same thing is true in sports.” 


this year 
gauge. No organization keeps 
track, and many schools are reluc- 
tant to divulge admissions secrets. 

Out of some 3,500 colleges na- 
tionwide, only a fraction are be- 
lieved to accept electronic applica- 
tions, said Trent Anderson, an 
executive director at Kaplan Edu- 
cational Centers, a college prepa- 
ration service. Kaplan provides 
software that lets students access 
two electronic application provid- 
ers — CollegeLink and CollegeNet. 

More typical is for colleges to 
post applications on line for stu- 
dents to mail in later with signa- 
tures attached. 

Even without the Internet, 
schools would be reporting sig- 
nificant jumps in the applicant 
pool. The number of high school 
seniors is increasing about 3 per- 
cent annually. 

Experts predict the numbers 
will reach close to 3 million high 
school graduates next year, up 
from 2.6 million in 1990. 

Still, Anderson said, “the num- 
ber of applications is outstripping 
the increase” in students. 

While there have been larger 
crops of high school students in 
the past — 3 million, for example, 
in 1979 — more high school gradu- 
ates are going to college today 
than ever before. 


Universities need better advising, report says 


UCSON, Ariz. (AP) — 
Arizona’s universities 
should provide better ad- 
vising and reduce the number of 
dropouts, according to an annual 
report card sent to state legisla- 
tors. 
Still, the report card, prepared 
by the Board of Regents staff, said 


the three schools were generally 
doing a good job. 

“I think this shows all of the 
universities have been trying 
harder as far as outreach, as far as 
user-friendliness, with everything, 
really,” Board of Regents Presi- 
dent Judy Gignac said. 

She said she hoped the report 


card would support the universi- 
ties’ cause at the state Legislature. 
The report showed universities 
improved in two areas last year: 
overall student and alumni satis- 
faction with faculty and imple- 
mentation of online programs. 
But dropout rates remained 
high and insufficient advising con- 


tinues to plague the universities, 
the report said. The rate at which 
students stay in school and gradu- 
ate was rated “needs improve- 
ment.” 

Surveys reveal that financial 
troubles top the list of reasons 
students drop out of Arizona’s 
universities, Gignac said. 


Colo. students 


having fun first 


URANGO, Colo. (AP) — Folks 

at Fort Lewis College wonder 
if they-are losing so many stu- 
dents because there are just too 
many fun things to do in this 
mountain town. 

Arecent study by a faculty com- 
mittee suggests biking, kayaking, 
skiing and backpacking may prove 
to be such a distraction that stu- 
dents choose recreation over stud- 
ies. 

“Maybe it’s too pretty, too sce- 
Nic, too exciting to be the ideal 
setting for some college students,” 
said Kendall Blanchard, the 
college’s new president. “Maybe 
the ideal campus is in an ugly 
place.” 

Other theories suggest students 
drop out because of dwindling fi- 
nances, burnout, misconceptions ~ 
about college or poor high school 
preparation. 

The faculty study determined 
Fort Lewis loses 46 percent of its 
freshman class before the sopho- 
more year begins. 

In addition, 23 percent of the 
original freshmen graduate from 
Fort Lewis, putting the college ina 
tie with Western State College in 
Gunnison for the lowest retention 
rate among the state’s public col- 
leges. The average is 44 percent. 

The scenario presents an un- 
likely image problem for the small 
college, recently dubbed a top col- 
lege for pursuing outdoor adven- 
tures by Sports Afield and Paddler 
magazines. 

“Higher education all over the 
country is facing this (retention 
problems),” said Karen Spear, Fort 
Lewis’ arts and sciences dean. “The 
number of seminars and confer- 
ences devoted to this is overwhelm- 
ing. But we’re at the bottom of the 
heap.” 

To improve retention, Fort 
Lewis is implementing several 
strategies, including one called the 
“little red schoolhouse approach,” 
where groups of freshmen take 
courses together to develop per- 
sonal relationships and a sense of 
community, Spear said. 

Blanchard said school officials 
walk a fine line between promot- 
ing the college and promoting the 
environment. 

During a recent meeting with 
more than 500 potential students, 
Blanchard said the area’s scenery 
and recreation are “a special set- 
ting.” ; 

“It’s easy to love a place with 
skiing, hiking and biking,” he said. 

Afterwards, Blanchard said, 
“This puts us in an odd position, 
because I want students to know 
about those opportunities. But I 
also want them to know about the 
opportunities available from a 
great faculty and a small college. 
I’m trying to keep these messages 
in balance.” 


We love your 
letters. Drop 
them off at our 
‘student center 
newsroom today 
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Putting the white 
back in your smile 


@ New options go farther 
than just brushing and 


flossing 
By ROBERT ARCHER 
Staff Reporter 


seen something you did not like, you are 

not alone. Millions of-Americans have 
felt the same way. 

The anxiety has nothing to do with facial 
features, skin tone or hair color. The culprit 
is yellow teeth. Society places great value on 
physical appearance, and a nice smile can 
make a good first impression. 

So now there are a few questions to 
ponder. The first one is how can whiten my 
teeth to improve brightness in my smile? 
The next couple of questions are, what are 
the things causing teeth to yellow, and how 
can | prevent it? 

To answer the first question, there are a 
number of ways to whiten teeth. There are 
over-the-counter products at pharmacies 
and supermarkets. These products range in 
type and price. 

Whitening kits such as Natural White 
and Rembrandt Dazzling white will cost 
you anywhere from $20 to $30. 

A less-expensive route is any number of 
those “whitening tooth pastes.” Most of the 
major companies have one, Colgate, 
Mentadent, and Close-up for example. 
People uncomfortable with any of those 
solutions could consult a dentist. 

There are a number of procedures that 
can be performed by a dentist. The Ameri- 
can Dental Association estimates that teeth 
whitening accounts for a majority of the 
cosmetic procedures done today in the den- 
tal field. 

“There are a few differences between 
what a dentist could do for you and what 
kind of performance one will get from an 
over-the-counter product,” said Dr. Ralph 
Fowler, a dentist and associate professor at 
Tufts School of Dental Medicine. 

Fowler says the solutions that a dentist 
can administer are more concentrated, 
making them more effective. He says the 
counter products are safe, but like most 
things, these products could become harm- 
ful if overused. 

There are basically two types of bleach- 
ing procedures done by a dentist. 

The first, “power bleaching,” uses a solu- 
tion that contains up to 35 percent of a 
substance called carbamide peroxide. The 
solution is administered in a dental office 
under a dentist’s supervision, says Dr. Bruce 
Goldman, who practices in Saugus. 

The other popular method is having a 
dentist take a mold of the mouth and 
fittting the patient with a mouth piece. A 10 
to 15 percent carbamide peroxide solution 
is then applied to the mouth piece, which is 
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I fyou have ever looked in the mirror and 


Teeth should be cleaned 
twice a year, which will 
help prevent 
periodontal disease 


worn while sleeping. 

Of the two procedures, the one with the 
15 percent solution is more popular, Goldman 
said. 

“The 10 to 15 percent one is more effec- 
tive than the 35 percent one and it is less 
expensive,” Goldman said. He also says these 
procedures are fairly permanent. 

“Dentists recommend that people refrig- 
erate the bleach so that they can use it again 
if they want to. We tell people to do it every 
six months” Goldman said. 

As for the at-home whiteners, the Food 
and Drug Administration has not taken an 
official stand on the subject. The FDA does 
agree with the ADA, saying that a person 
should consult a dentist first. 

Now trying to answer the next question, 
what causes teeth to go yellow? There are a 
number of factors that may cause your teeth 
to discolor. 

Coffee, tea and tobacco products darken 
teeth. There are also natural reasons. Age, 
childhood illnesses even trauma may cause 
discoloration. 

To help prevent future dental problems, 
experts recommend taking a few steps at 
home. Regular brushing and flossing are 
important, said Susan Abusharkh, a regis- 
tered dental hygienist, who works in 
Goldman’s office. 

Abusharkh tells patients to use non-abra- 
sive toothpastes with soft- bristled brushes, 
so tooth enamel does not wear away. 

Experts also say regular visits to the den- 
tist are important. 

“Regular dental checkups are important 
because with an examination by your dentist 
problems can be detected,” Abusharkh said. 

Teeth should also be cleaned twice a year, 
which will help prevent periodontal disease. 

Currently, none of the over-the-counter 
teeth whitening products have ADA approval, 
says Mark Anita with the ADA. Of the prod- 
ucts offered by dentists, three have been 
given ADA approval, including Colgate Plati- 
num Professional Tooth Whitening System, 
Rembrandt Lighten Bleaching Gel, and Opal- 
escence made by Ultradent Products, Inc. 

The consensus of dental professionals is 
to consult a dentist for any tooth alterations. 


“A dentist can monitor a person for tissue ~ 


irritation and sensitive teeth. If a sensitive 
tooth did happen, they could cut back on use. 
They (dentists) could monitor a patient and 
see how things develop,” Fowler said. 

Contact Robert Archer by email at 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
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WE HAVE JOBS: 
Scores of students 
find out what area 
employers have to 
offer at the NECC job 
fair. 


Bradford College & _ 


Northern Essex Community 
College Have Entered a Joint 
Admission Agreement! 


Transfer Coordinator Kathy Bresnahan 
can answer your questions. 
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Office of Admission 
Bradford College 

320 South Main Street 
Haverhill, MA 01835-7393 
(978) 372-7161 

(800) 336-6448 


Bradford College 


Website: http://www. bradford.edu 
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Read About Fortune Telling, Crystal Healing & Aura Photography Inside 
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FEEL THE POWER: Aura photographer Paula Lipinski has her subjects sit in eis of a rainbow 


¢ Psychic tenis the story 
behind the secrets of the 
powers from Aborigines 


BY MARIA ZNO} : 
Features Editor 2 


7 blond wavy-haired woman in a sequined shirt 
shuffles her tarot cards for the next reading. 


She is not just a tarot reader, but also offers 
African bone readings among other fortune telling 


techniques she has learned throughout her life. She 
calls herself Shalimar. 

Her interest in divination started at six when she 
Saw spirits around her. She said she also had dreams 
that would foretell the future. 

“IT have been a psychic reader and channeler all my 
life. As a child I wasn’t sure what it was all about. I 
became a professional reader in my ee teens,” she 
said. 

She grew up in Hawaii and was taught by the 
Kahunas (Polynesians). When she reached her twen- 
ties she decided to learn more about her psychic 
abilities in Australia. 

She studied with the Aborigines in Australia, and 


FORTUNE TELLING TERMS 


BY MARIA ZNOJ 
Features Editor 


almistry: Palmistry originated in India 
Pies years ago. It is part of a field of 

study called Samudrik Shastra, which 
means the ocean of knowledge. The palm can 
show one’s social attitudes and goals. Changes 
in goals can result in a change of fate in the 
lines in a palm. 

Predicting the future through this art is 
accomplished from the unconscious actions 
people tend to repeat. Both hands should be 
looked at during a reading because the hand 
you write with shows where you are going in 
life and the other hand shows where you 
have been. 

Biorhythm: A scientific discovery of body 
rhythms. These rhythms influence moods, 


logical thinking, instincts and memory re- 
call. There are four cycles: physical, emo- 
tional, intellectual and intuitive. 

Numerology: Study of numbers. Each let- 
ter has a number value that correlates to a 
cosmic outlook. Numbers can show charac- 
ter, purpose in life, and where one’s talents 
lie. 

I Ching: Means the book of changes. This 
is a Chinese system of divination. By flipping 
coins or manipulating yarrowstalks, an oracle 
is cast. 

Tarot cards: A 78-card deck that consists 
of swords, wands, pentacles and cups. The 
symbols represent money, happiness, mis- 
fortune and enterprise. 

Past, present and possible future out- 
comes are determined where the cards lay in 
a reading. 


® Rainbow of color waiting 
to be discovered by those 
seeking spiritual guidance 


By CARLEY THORNELL 
Features Editor 


ura photographer Paula Lipinski calls her 
A siete predictions with pizzazz. “It’s like 

reading your horoscope in the paper,” she 
says. 

The snapshots are, however, a full-color personal- 
ized option “to let you know where you are on a 
spiritual level,” Lipinski said. “They let you identify 
your state of being and emotional insight, rather 
than the person you project to the world. Most peopis 
don’t even know who they are,” she said. 

The photographs are taken with a special camera 
that has no flash. The subject of the picture sits in a 
chair in front of a rainbow background while placing 
each hand on a machine; a computer inside the 
camera measures acupressure meridians in the hands. 
Like a daily horoscope, the colors a person projects 
change daily, even hourly, so it’s a good way to stay 
balanced, say other photographers. 

“Seeing it gives me more insight into knowing 
what color I am, so I know what’s happening with 
myself,” Lipinski said. 

She took self-portraits over the course of several 
months and keeps them displayed as an example of 


Using worldly knowledge to heal us. 


said they have abilities such as disappearing in air. 

Shalimar said she learned divination techniques 
from Polynesians, gypsies and the Russians. She uses 
methods learned from all these cultures in her 
fortunes. The goal is to give advice to the seeker that 
would be most beneficial. 

One advantageous method is using African bones. 
Shalimar pulls out a rawhide from under her table, 


a tan square with a pie-shaped outline in the middle. - 


She picks up the little bones from a black velvet bag. 
They are formed differently and look synthetic. She 
said it all depends where the bones are dropped. 

A bone diviner calls upon the spirit world seeking 
their spirit guides to help them with the reading. 
Bones are supposed to show patterns of someone’s 
life. The seeker throws the bones three times in order 
to tell the past, present, and the future. 

“Reading bones is like the tree of life,” she said, 
which means being in synch with the earth. 

Shalimar said she’s the only non-witch who reads 
in Salem. She reads at the Psychic Center and the Tea 
Room. 

Tarot cards deal with the mind, she said. Reading 
to heal people is part of the tarot because it deals 
with the past, present and the future. The origin of 
the cards goes back to Egyptian times. When they are 
spread out, they have more meaning depending on 
the relationship to other cards. 

Shalimar also does palm reading. ‘She said that 
lines in your palms could change within a day. Life 
paths change because of new goals that someone 
makes on a daily basis. 

“They speak clearly about your esenaiieg likes, 
dislikes, temperament and who was a greater influ- 
ence on you as a child,” she said. “Your lines can be 
very revealing.” 

Personality can also be revealed in energy read- 
ings. Shalimar receives revelations from a seeker’s 
spirit guide in answer to a question. Whether it is 


Impuise: Ou» 
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Psycnic Lives 


derstand herself. Lipinski 
js to see what kind of aura 
iny people believe animals 
of emotional understand- 
started taking pictures of 
go), it took months to get 
| because he was more 
he was. 
ally draws a crowd, with 
sehind those in the chair 
photo develops in about 
jay be visible or just barely 
ithe person’s state. 
semble a halo of color or 
1 up the entire frame. 
# the photos may think 
s that were incorrectly 
is there’s a special method 
mething different, which 
ip) the camera interprets. 
‘come up with her own, 
is, because the computer 
based on the basic colors 
r). 
otograph represents the 
ibration coming in to the 
{it is, the sooner it will be 


‘I 


bolizes what the person is 
lest describes the person, 
frame, it could signify 


ngel Cherubim. She also 
is a good luck charm. She 
people as they are. Masks 
ind she invokes past events 
be addressed through the 
| 

myself why have I been 
) know that a lot of people 
» of this special gift I have 


still ask myself 
m given this 
lo know that a 
ave been 

of this special 
share,” she 


ZIFT 


The right side stands for self-expression. It’s tra- 
ditionally the energy being expressed, and the fre- 
quency most felt by those surrounding the person in 
the picture. It may not necessarily express who the 
subject really is. Dots or hubs ofa different color than 
the center represent spirits or guides. 


Personal Experience 


I still don’t know what to think of aura photogra- 
phy. According to my picture, I’m pretty much a 
yellow and orange person, meaning I’m creative, 
artistic and sunny. Although most of it seems to be 
true, I think this is like a horoscope, because much 
of it is so ambiguous that it could apply. 

I think the orange is right on target, meaning I do 
spend a lot of energy on more mental pursuits, like 
writing. The mint green over the heart represents joy 
of self, though I really don’t have much self-esteen. 
I try to be happy most of the time, so orange would 
be the correct color for the right side, but the person 
I express is usually different than who I am.J don’t 
usually see myself as too sunny at all. 

My mother said she thought my forecast was 
correct. As for hers, she seemed to believe it, but I 
can’t really see it at all. Hers developed as mostly 
blue, meaning that she enjoys peace and tranquility. 

Living with two kids, a dog and a husband, and 
working at a high school, I can see where she would 
strive for such qualities, though I don’t think they 
represent her. My mother is a very outgoing and 
warm person. Her right side, according to the photo, 
would mean that she has a relaxed, pacifying effect. 


Lipinski’s personal list of color interpreta- 
tion: 

Blue - Solitude, inner peace 

Dark Green - Deep self-healing 

Deep Yellow - trying to control the intel- 
lectual, active mind 

Dusty Rose — Softening, gentleness 

Gold — Reflects dynamic spiritual energy 

Green - Healing ability, love, growth, 
change 

Indigo - Kindness 

Light Blue - Softness, religion, a looking 
within 

Light Yellow - Openness, ease, joy 

Magenta - Associated with the Pineal gland, 
connecting one to infinite intelligence, blend- 
ing of science and spiritual - 

Mint Green - Over the heart, indicates joy 

Orange - Joy of life, happiness 

Orange-Yellow — Lightening of the emo- 
tional 

Pink - feminine, softness 

Purple - Transformation 

Red - Activity, extroversion, vitality, health, 

Turquoise - Connected to the Thymus 


Crystal manifestations 


@ Handfuls of crystals hold 
powers used for personal 
empowerment 


BY MARIA ZNOJ 
Feature Editor 


atherine Landry sits behind a booth full of 
Ke at a psychic fair held at the Elks hall in 

Newburyport. Kyanites, smoky and rose quartz 
along with a handful of other stones are used for her 
magic. She is a crystal healer with one goal in mind: 
She hopes the person seeking help puts in as much 
energy as she does for a successful session. 

“People have to be willing. Nothing will be gained 
if the issues that come up for the person aren’t 
addressed when it happens. 

After the session, issues that need to be dealt with 
such as health will arise. “I can’t heal you if the issues 
aren’t dealt with,” Landry said. 

She said some people don’t think the issues that 
will arise afterwards have anything to do with the 
appointment. In sessions she uses methods to un- 
cover the problems in someone’s mind, body or soul. 

Various issues may arise depending on each per- 
son and the areas in their life that need work. In 
order for them to go away, they have to be addressed. 

In order for this to work a participant must 
believe that the crystal work will help them. While 
lying down,-the atmosphere must be quiet. This 
method helps suppress the ego. 

The hardest people to work with in restraining 
the ego are people in fields that require scientific 
procedures. They tend to be skeptic of the benefits of 


crystal healing. Some aren’t aware of the magic in 
positive thinking or they aren’t willing to work with 
her. 

Trust must be present in a session. If people don’t 
believe in her work, her sessions may not work for 
them. 

She said some people don’t tell her she doesn’t 
make sense; instead she reads their hearts to find out 
if they believe her. : 

She is able to sense someone’s pain. When she 
does, she tells them what kind of stone they need for 
successful healing. 

While being thankful for her gift of looking into 
hearts and into the future through tarot cards, she is 
glad that the tarot doesn’t answer all of her ques- 
tions. She said some things should be left a mystery. 

“I thank the divine for what I see and what I 
don’t see. Sometimes things are better left as a 
surprise,” Landry said. 

She said she believes things we don’t know help 
us adapt. We become strong as we dance with the 
winds of life. Wind blows away debris and helps us 
make changes. We are part of the wind just like boats 
being guided by the sea. As long as we believe in love, 
we'll be safe. 

She said she doesn’t believe in concealing her 


_ knowledge. She finds happiness in sharing the news 


of what she has learned from her trade. 

“T use my intuitions and advice given to me from 
other people to pass it on and share it,” she said. 

While talking to a woman in her mid-40s about 
intuitions she thinks will benefit her life, she turned 
and said smiling: 

“When I saw “The Wizard of Oz” when I was four 
I knew I wanted to be the good witch.” 

Contact Maria Znoj or Carley Thornell by email at 
Observer@necc.mass.edu 
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nting the spirit 


& 


gland, powerful spiritual healing bringing 
wisdom 

Violet - imagination, openness to receive 

White - Spirituality, vision of God, higher 
consciousness 

Yellow - Intellect and mind, lightness, a 
flowing movement : 


Maria Znoj photo 
QUARTZ CRAZE: Katherine Landry uses crystals 
like this in her reiki sessions for opening the energy 
points on the body. 


When I saw ‘The Wizard of 
Oz’ when I was four I knew I 
wanted to be the good witch 


KATHERINE LANDRY 


eware of some psychic scams 


Over 1,000 courses + A 12:1 student-faculty ratio 

- A residence hall on Boston’s historic Freedom Trail - 
Co-op and internship programs - Challenging, innova- 
tive honors programs 


Suffolk University combines the academic choices of a 
large university with the student-oriented advantages 
of a small college. 

For more information on the perfect option for a 
quality education in the heart of Boston, email: 
admission@admin.suffolk.edu, or call us at: 
1-800-6SUFFOLK. 


Suffolk University 


8 Ashburton Place, Boston, MA 02108 


- www. suffolk.edu — 


College of Arts 
and Sciences 


Biology 
Chemistry 


Communication and 


Journalism 
Computer Science 
Criminology & Law 
Economics 
Education 
Engineering 
English 


Environmental 
Studies 


Fine Arts 

French 
Government 
Graphic Design 
History 
Humanities 
Interior Design 
Marine Biology 
Mathematics 
Medical Sciences 


Paralegal 


Wheelock College 


Philosophy 
Physics 


Political Science/ 


International Affairs 


Performing & 
Visual Arts 


Pre-law 
Pre-med 
Psychology 
Sociology 
Spanish 
Theater Arts 


Sawyer School 


of Management 


Accounting 


Business 
Administration 


Computer 


Information Systems 


Finance 


International 
Business 


Management 


Marketing 


Improving the Lives of Children and Families 


Transfer Open House 
Undergraduate Admissions 
Saturday, March 20, 1999 

10:00 am — 12:00 noon 


v Meet with an admissions counselor. 


v Learn about the application process. 


v Obtain a preliminary credit evaluation. 


v DISCUSS financing options with a 


financial aid counselor. 


v Find out about merit scholarships. 


v Receive an application fee waiver. 


v lake a tour of the campus. 


Bachelor's Degree Programs 


@ Child Life 
@ Early Childhood Care and Education 
Elementary Education 


@ Human Development 


Transfer Visitation Day 
Undergraduate Admissions 


Thursday, April 1, 1999 


9:30 am — 3:30 pm 
Individual Appointments 


Interviews and tours offered 
Monday — Friday, 9:00 am — 3:30 pm. 


Call (800) 734-5212 to r.s.v.p. or 


@ Social Work 


_Vvisit our web site at 


www.wheelock.edu. 


Wheelock 
College 


WHEELOCK COLLEGE 200 THE RIVERWAY BOSTON, MA 02215 


@ Former telephone 
operator advises 
going by word of 
mouth 

By CARLEY THORNELL 


Features Editor 


inda Stanton says she is hap- 
Le now working indepen- 
dently than performing psy- 
chic readings over the telephone. 

A former employee of The Psy- 
chic Network, she used to give up 
to 35 readings a day, which cost 
customers anywhere from $3.95 
to $4.95 a minute. Though she said 
the company she worked for hired 
authentic psychics, “some people 
will hire just about anybody to 
make a buck.” 

Stanton now performs what 
she calls “spiritual counseling,” 
looking into the past, present and 
future of her clients just by speak- 
ing with them (not with tarot cards 
or other tools). Many psychics, like 
Stanton, advise their clients to get 
in touch with their intuitive side. 

“We all have one. Some of us 
are just more in tune with it than 
others. There are some people who 
are artists, there are some who are 
musicians. This is just our skill,” 
Stanton said. 

She also organizes New- 
buryport’s annual psychic fair and 
pursues her interest in metaphysi- 
cal and holistic fairs, attending 
and speaking at them throughout 
New England. Stanton has taken 
mental health courses at North- 
ern Essex and in Salem (with 
Wiccans), and speaks at the Uni- 
versity of Southern Maine. 

Stanton says the people she 
hires are friends, or has heard of 
through word of mouth. They al- 
ways have strong references, and 
she advises all who attend her 
fairs to ask around before going to 
anyone. 


“T always say, be cautious no 
matter who you go to. There are 
people at carnivals and on beach 
fronts that don’t really have a 
skill. Scams happen and that’s why 
you have to be careful not giving 
out money without the knowl- 
edge that they Ilhelp you,” Stanton 
said. 

“A lot of those people will tell 
you that there are evil curses or 
spells put out on you. That’s not 
true,” she said. 

She advised that real psychics 
put clients in touch with who they 
are on a spiritual level and answer 
questions, but do not make threats. 

‘Stanton’s favorite part of her 
job is interacting with others and 
helping them find who they are, 
or locate someone else “on the 
other side.” 

Her one-on-one readings are 
slated for an hour, but sometimes 
run up to two hours. Stanton 
doesn’t charge for the extra time, 
but warns of getting caught up on 
phone lines. 

“The companies want you to 
keep customers on the phone for 
at least an hour. You get fewer 
calls if your calls are shorter, and 
you're paid for the amount of time 
you’re on the phone,” she said. 

“If I could tel someone needed 
help, but didn’t have alot ofmoney, 
I would just ask them what their 
problem was instead of prolong- 
ing the conversation. I’m a lot 
more satisfied now with what I 
do,” Stanton said. 

Although The Psychic Network 

‘is still in operation, Stanton said 
the demand for telephone read- 
ings has decreased since Dionne 
Warwick and Friends’ network was 
disbanded. She said the company 
often hired people with barely any 
training or previous experience. 

“But there’s the good and the 
bad in every profession. Some 
people fall into a trap because 
they’re so desperate for answers, 
but not everyone is a phony.” — 
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Big Easy Jazz 


Band & 


Featuring Samm Y Rimmington 


Sunday, April 11, 1999 
Bentley Library Conference AYeas, 
Haverhill campus, 11am - 2pm 


Admission charge: students $15, all others $20. 
Admisston includes cost of brunch. | 

| Tickets available in Student Activities. 
Student Center, F133, 978/556-3731. | 
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Ries peers 


Rock ’n’ roll 


NECC style 


@ Staffers showcase their 
musical talents playing 
in a local band 


By DAVID COUSINS 
News Editor 


he next time you go to a nightclub 
| don’t be surprised if you see two 
familiar faces performing on stage. 

Employees Alan Foucault (Center for In- 
structional Technology) and Joseph Rizzo 
(behavorial science professor), are part of a 
local cover band known as Eclipse. 

Together they add excitement to both 
the classroom and the stage. Nightclub 
people can look forward to some major 
excitement in the coming weeks. 

The band began touring the local club 
scene at the Kahala in Nashua, N.H. with 
shows at the Haluwa restaurant this month. 

Eclipse features a diverse show of talent 
in its six-member band, which includes two 
females. 

Their talent is at a level that is unbeliev- 
able. Lead singer Deanna (LADY D.), who has 
opened for Jefferson Starship in the past, 
wowed the audience of about 200 at the 
Kahala. ; 

With back-up harmonies from keyboard/ 
guitarist ‘Judy the Fabulous Judy,’ the band 


can cover artists such as Sarah McLaughlin, 
Alanis Morrisette, Jewel and No Doubt. 

With a combination of powerful mixes 
from the ’80s, Eclipse covers songs from 
Journey, Kansas, Styx and Fleetwood Mac 
and a variety of other bands. 

“The band has a certain style that I love,” 
said Jason Saldella, from Nashua. “ I come 
here to just hear the great bands the club 
offers, and this is one of them.” 

Bassist, Alan (Big Al) Foucalt, fills in with 
lead vocals on most tunes, and he shows the 
power and range that would get him a job 
in any rock band. 

His voice provides a dynamic and clear 
counterpart to the two female lead singers. 

Joe ‘The Riz’ Rizzo, provided the crowd 
with an electrifying clash on the keyboard. 
He also plays bass guitar. 

Combined with Big Al’s harmony he was 
very impressive on the Moody Blues classic, 
“Nights in White Satin.” 

“Wow, they sound just like the real 
band,” said Donna Lajoie from Manchester. 
“I can’t believe that this group is this good 
for a cover band.” 

‘Stormin Normand,’ the lead guitarist, 
was masterful in hammering out tunes 
from his Gibson Les Paul. He left the crowd 
shell shocked when he banged out the 


David Cousins photo 


NECC ROCKERS: A! Foucalt and Joe Rizzo play at a recent gig in Nashua, N.H. 


classic song “Don’t Tell Me You Love Me.” 

Drummer James Grady put on an in- 
tense performance — he was in control all 
evening. 

His contribution to the band was also 
immeasurable on Alanis Morisette’s, “You 
Ought To Know.” 

People danced the night away, listening 
to the melodic sounds that came from each 


instrument. 

The band grew stronger as the night 
went on, driving into a powerful mix of’80s 
dance tunes. 

The band presents a very strong sound 
with the acquisition of a new 2400 Watt 
Sound System. 

Contact David Cousins by email at 
dcous99@hotmail.com 


Chava Alberstein: Israel's First Lady of song 


@ New CD reflects joy 
and optimism following 
years of pain 


By JOE NEAL-IRIZARRY 
Staff Reporter 


its ancient self into one ready for the 

new millennium, then Chava Alberstein 
was born to be its familiar. 

Dubbed the “First Lady of Israeli Song,” 
Alberstein boasts almost 50 albums in her 
30-year recording history and has always 
been a mirror of Israeli identity — from the 
. country’s constant fear of violence to its 
urbanization. 

Both Alberstein and Israel were four 
years old when the singer emigrated from 
Poland to the underdeveloped country, and 
both were acquiring Hebrew as their lan- 
guage — a tongue formerly used only for 
prayer and holy studies. 

Yet when Alberstein was signed to CBS 
Israel (the label for which she still records) 
at age seven, she hit the scene as a Yiddish 
folk singer. 

“Twas close to the folk tradition, because 
folk songs are telling the histories of coun- 
tries, of people traveling — changes,” 
Albertsein said just before an interview for 
a PBS special with the Klezmer Conserva- 


66 


[: Israel was indeed reincarnated from 


I want to be the one 
that gives a hand and 
stops this circle of 
violence... 


tory Orchestra. “And there was something 
in Yiddish that made me sing like I already 
lived one life. The first record I did was in 
Yiddish, old songs, but Yiddish was not well 
accepted. In those days, to sing Yiddish 
meant to look back, to do something every- 
body wanted to forget. They wanted to 
speak Hebrew — to be Israeli— and to forget 
their past.” 

Although she slowly began to work in 
Hebrew in a more pop-oriented style, she 
held fast to those early folk roots. 

She continued to baffle the public with 
her approach, establishing herself as a seri- 
ous national peacenik. She gained status as 
the Israeli Joan Baez, and became a close 
ally of the late Prime Minister Itzhak Rabin. 

“Many Holocaust survivors say, ‘I will 
never forget, and I will always look for 
revenge. What they did to me I will do to 
other people. We will not believe in them, 
because people want only to hurt us’. And 
you can understand, because of what they 
have suffered,” she said. “But there’s an- 
other way of thinking: ‘I want to be better. 
I want to be the one that gives a hand and 
stops this circle of violence’. Everybody 
says, ‘An eye for an eye,’ but it never ends.” 

Alberstein’s most recent CD is entitled 
“Crazy Flower: A Collection.” It is her first 
with English translations, and was released 
at a critical moment for both her and her 
country, having recently turned 50. With a 
theme oflessons learned through sorrow, it 
rings of Alberstein’s optimism. She feels 
that every day is a good day, a happy day. 

Alberstein is filled with joy for all the 
things Israel achieved in 50 years and be- 
lieves that it was all truly a miracle of God. 
“I remember when we came here — so 
insecure. There were no roads, no indus- 
tries. It’s an unbelievable story.” 

“But there is always a black cloud above 
us — the threat of war, of unfinished busi- 
ness with our neighbors. Since the death of 
our prime minister nearly three years ago, 


there has been a kind of melancholy with 
Israel. It’s like people are ready to go on 
with the peace process, but it feels like a 
balloon hovering in the air. In politics, if 
‘else re not going forward you. re going bate 


ward. So both Israel and I have a lot of 
questions — of what we have done and what 
there is still to do.” 

Contact Joe Neal-Irizarry by email at 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


100% College Tuition! 


CALL: 


| 4-800-GO-GUARD 


Work One Weekend a Month and Earn 


In the Army National Guard 


YOU Can... 


- Receive 100% College Tuition 

- Receive the Montgomery G.I. Bill! 

- Learn a Job Skill of your choice! 

- Earn over $110.00 per weekend to start! 
- Call today and discover just how easy 
paying for college can be! 


Go to College — Tuition Free! 


MASSACHUSETTS 
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Hip-hop group proves 
way ahead of its time 


@ The pieces are all 
together to put this 
band on top 


BY VINNIE TITONE 
Arts Editor 


very so often a group comes 
E along that is ahead of its 

time. This group is the Phila- 
delphia based sextet, The Roots. 

In fact, it’s not even fair to call 
them a group. They’re a band. 

For the past seven years they’ve 
distinguished themselves from the 
hip-hop community by using live 
instrumentation on all three al- 
bums. 

Their knack for making a sound 
without a DJ and no sampling had 
them labeled an alternative group 
back in 1995. 

The Roots’ first release was a 
little bootleg called “Organix.” 

After being heard, they were 
signed to a major label deal. They 
released two critically-acclaimed 
albums on Geffen. 

First there was “Do You Want 
More?!!!?!!” in 1995, which earned 
the alternative label. 

Feeling they were a hip-hop 
band the group started to sample 
some records, which turned into 


the incredible “Illadelph Halflife 
Vol.3” (Illadelph is what they call 
Philadelphia). 

However, the label didn’t give 
them enough of a push which led 
to disappointing album sales. 

Well, with solid backing from a 
new label, The Roots are back for 
1999. This time they’re going for 
the gold with their fourth release 
(third on a major label), titled 
“Things Fall Apart.” 

To back sales, five different cov- 
ers have been put out. They all 
depict what happens when things 
fall apart. 

However, the musical content 


When we perform 
it’s just 
coffeeshop chicks 
and white 
dudes... 


THE CLINICAL LAB 
SCIENCES PROGRAM 


At Fitchburg State College 


Fitchburg State’s Clinical Laboratory 
Sciences degree program is designed to meet 
the needs of students who have an interest in 
pursuing a medical or scientific career. For 
- more than 30 years, our Clinical Laboratory 
Sciences Program has prepared graduates for 
exciting careers in research, biotechnology 
and public health. Our curriculum combines 
instruction in scientific theory with 


hands-on application. 


Clinical Chemistry. 


laboratories and hospitals. 


Why choose Fitchburg State’s 

Clinical Laboratory Sciences Program? 

¢ 3 areas of concentration - Medical 
Technology, Clinical Microbiology or 


Participate in an exciting internship 
within our growing network of affiliate 


is reason enough to buy this al- 
bum, the groups finest to date. 

The album opens with Denzel 
Washington stating “If we had to 
depend on black people to eat, we 
would starve to death,” a line from 
Spike Lee’s “Mo’ Better Blues.” 

As usual, lead MC Black 
Thought flows perfectly all over 
this album with above average 
rhymes. Perhaps the biggest sur- 
prises are Malik B. and Dice Raw. 

Malik B. showcases his lyrical 
ability on “The Spark,” and Dice 
holds his own with Black Thought 
on “Ain’t Sayin’ Nothin’ New.” 

The Roots include a couple of 
today’s better, but under—appre- 
ciated rappers in guest spots, and 
both shine. 

Common appears on “Act Too 
(The Love of My Life),” an ode to 
hip-hop song, and uses clever word- 
play like, “when we perform it’s 
just coffeeshop chicks and white 
dudes/ over how I got into it with 
Ice Cube.” Mos Def lends his per- 
sonality on “Double Trouble.” 

The Roots even get help from 
Illadelph’s own DJ Jazzy Jeff on 
“Next Movement,” the first time 
they’ve ever used a DJ. 

They. sound their best on up- 
tempo tracks.such as “Ain’t Sayin’ 
Nothin’ New,” and “100% Dundee” 
which showcases human beatbox, 


Artwork courtesy MCA Records 


THINGS FALL APART: While the hip-hop world may be falling 
apatt, The Roots keep it together. Their fourth album is further proof 
that they deserve the mainstream recognition that has eluded them 
for years. The first single, “You Got Me” is already getting solid 


airplay. 


The Godfather of Noise Rahzel, 
who pulls offthe bass and drum at 
the same time with his mouth. 

“Adrenaline” is another high 
speed track in which Dice Raw 
states, “rappers see me hide they 
face like ostriches/Dice’ll grind 
your brain into little sausages.” 

The once forbidden Roots at- 
tempt at R&B also sounds great on 
“You Got Me,” featuring Erykah 
Badu. 

There aren’t enough words of 
praise, stars, mics or anything else 
for this group. 


It’s a showcase of pure talent 
that has gone unrecognized for 
years. Not only are their albums 
great but so are the live shows. 

“Things Fall Apart” may be the 
wake-up call for the rest of the 
industry. This band shows how a 
real record should be constructed. 

The Roots keep it together on 
this brilliant record, and prove 
once again that they may be the 
most overlooked act in not only 
hip-hop, but music history. 

Contact Vinnie Titone by email at 
AA247365@yahoo.com 


INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY 


At Fitchburg State College 


Choose the college with the most 
comprehensive Industrial Technology 
program in Massachusetts — 


Fitchburg State...The Leadership College 


When you choose a major in Industrial 
Technology or Technology Education, 

| you'll be able to create a program of study 
that will prepare you for a career in the 
real world. Concentrate in: 


Ff Architectural Technology 

¢ Construction Technology 

¢ Electronics Engineering Technology 

¢ Energy Engineering Technology 

¢ Graphics Technology 

¢ Manufacturing Engineering Technology 
¢ Technical Theater ; 


or create an interdisciplinary major 
by sharing coursework with the 
Education Department. 


e Every student has an internship 


¢ The CLS program is accredited by the 
National Accrediting Agency for 
Clinical Laboratory Sciences 
(NAACLS-www.mcs.net/~naacls). 


Nearly 100% of our graduates find 
employment either before or shortly 
after graduation. 


TRAIN TO BE A LEADER IN RESEARCH 


To learn more about the CLS 
Program, please contact 

Dr. Wanda Roguski, 
(978)665-3334 or 

e-mail wroguski@fsc.edu. 


Contact the Office of 
Admissions at 
(978)665-3144 

to arrange a tour of the 
college and department. 


AT THE LEADERSHIP COLLEGE 


Fitchburg State College 


Visit our web site at www.tsc.edu/~cls 
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opportunity at exciting local businesses 
like - Compaq, GenRad, and Simplex 


¢ 93% placement rate, average 
ke a annual starting salary $39,000 


TRAIN TO BE AN INDUSTRY LEADER 
AT THE LEADERSHIP COLLEGE 


G 


To learn more about the 
Industrial Technology 
Program, please contact the 
Admissions Office for open 
house and visit options. 


Admissions Office 

160 Pearl Street 
Fitchburg, Ma 01420 
Phone: (978) 665-3144 
Fax: (978) 665-4540 
Email: admissions@fsc.edu 


Fitchburg State College 


Visit our web site at www.fsc.edu 
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@ Franken proves 
political humor isn’t 
dead in latest book 


WHY NOT ME? 

THe INsIDE STORY OF THE MAKING AND 
UNMAKING OF THE FRANKEN PRESIDENCY 
By AL FRANKEN 

DELACORTE. 289 pages $23.95 

Reviewed by BRIAN UNGER 


& ontrary to what most people think, 
particularly people who don’t make 
a living writing jokes, the year 1998 
has been a disaster for smart political hu- 
mor. Writers who satirize the Beltway the- 
ater of the absurd have found themselves 
intellectually taxed and poorly compen- 
sated while trying to be funnier or more 
ironic than the current jesters on the na- 
tional stage. Imagine how frustrating it is 
to one-up Clinton when he does that hilari- 
ous thing with the cigar. 

Who can he funnier than Hustler’s Larry 
Flynt, who came up with the sidesplitting 
“Desperate times call for desperate mea- 
sures” line to justify his whimsical brand of 
journalism? Is there any American whose 
brain hasn’t been murdered by this Lewinsky 
thing already? Joke writers; put down your 
pens. Take a hiatus until people in Wash- 
ington get less funny. 

The tragic consequence of the bizarre 
reality of current politics is a phenomenon 
in which lazy TV writers and standup com- 
ics force us to endure a relentless and 
embarrassing spew of lame oral sex and 
Linda Tripp jokes. An 8-year-old boy gets the 
same laughs at a birthday party when he 
sticks his hand under his armpit to make 
that farting noise. In “Why Not Me?” author 
and political satirist Al Franken pole-vaults 
over the Clinton-Lewinsky debacle and hits 
the campaign trail as a candidate for presi- 


dent in an imaginatively funny and fresh | 


satire of presidential ambition that reads 


Why not him? | 


like amock documentary script falling some- 
where between D.A. Pennebaker’s “The War 


Room” and MTV’s “Road Rules.” 

Part autobiography, part manifesto, part 
diary and part eulogy, Franken’s “Why Not 
Me?” is the story of Al Franken, a character 
based on Al Franken, who decides to chal- 
lenge Al Gore for the Democratic nomina- 
tion. In “Daring to Lead,” Franken’s quasi- 
“autobiographical” chapter, he ponders his 
legacy and reflects on the influences that 
fuel his presidential quest: anti-Semitism 
in his fictional birthplace of Christhaven 
(Franken actually grew up Jewish in the 
Lutheran slave state of Minnesota), and the 
inspiration of JFK. Franken wants to be the 
first Jewish president despite, in his words, 
“all the lies that have been used to oppress 
us ever since we made the mistake of killing 
Jesus Christ.” After surveying the field of 
candidates, Franken concludes, “Hey, I can 
do that!” 

Author Franken packages candidate 
Franken very autobiographically: son of a 


Jewish immigrant, Harvard grad, former ~ 


comedy writer and performer on “Saturday 
Night Live,” and political author and sati- 
rist — a man unqualified for elected office 
(though that is arguable these days). Realiz- 
ing this, Franken gives himself a make-over 
to add the contemptible traits one needs for 
public office: self-righteous virtue and dis- 
dain for the electorate. In a passage about 
stumping in New Hampshire, he refers to 
voters as S.P. (stupid people), feeble-minded 
mouthbreathers and goobers. And other 
than his only bold and courageous cam- 
paign issue — to free Americans from bur- 
densome ATM fees (a la Sen. Alphonse 
D’Amato in ’97) — we learn that candidate 
Franken has no platform. 

What gives “Why Not Me?” comedic lift 
is the voice of Franken’s inner candidate: 
that of a cynical elitist (in private) and 
insensitive mudslinger (in public) who is 
basically a likable jerk. And the best part of 


Photo courtesy of Washington Post 
POLITICAL SATIRIST: Al Franken avoids using the 
same material as other political satirists as he takes 
you on his campaign trail to becoming the next presi- 


dent of the United States of America. 


the book is the candidate’s diary entries. 
After telling a tasteless JFK joke to an after- 
dinner crowd, Franken writes, “Learned 
something last night. Kennedy assassina- 
tion still sore subject among Catholics, at 
least in Iowa.” Watching the film “Glory” 
inspires candidate Franken to pen, “The 
country must never he plunged into civil 
war again!” 

On the campaign trail, Franken’s tra- 
vails read like a political “Wayne’s World.” 
Traveling in a two-door rental packed with 
a posse of advisers (who include a per- 
petually drunk, law-breaking brother who 
taunts Al Gore at every stump speech; Dan 
Haggerty, an actor from TV’s “Grizzly 
Adams,” who serves as bodyguard and Hol- 
lywood liaison; and policy wonk Norm 
Ornstein, who as Franken’s campaign man- 


ager is baffled by his candidate’s stupidity * 


and recklessness), Franken carries out his 
strategy: to become a media darling (at one 
stop he proclaims, “I feel like a rock star, 
such as Jewel”) and then run as a spoiler 
against favorite Al Gore while pledging to 


walk across every state he 
Visits. 

Franken expertly mocks a 
host of the familiar political 
pledges in our time. Outlin- 
ing a bold agenda for a Quad 
Cities crowd, the candidate 
promises “real change for 
those who need it and no 
change for those who don’t.” 
And in a highlight of the 
book, his hair-brained in- 
sights draw repeated criti- 
cisms from campaign boss 
Ornstein, who warns Franken 
to dispense with the need- 
less repetition of America as 
“the only remaining super- 
power” (a la Quayle for Presi- 
dent 2000). Seeing the inevi- 
table political hara-kiri, 
Ornstein begs Franken not 
to keep a diary, particularly 
in light of the observation he 
makes while stumping in 
Iowa: “I just want to kill my- 
self and everyone in the state 
every time I look out the car 
window. Ornstein laughs but 
says he hopes I’m not still 
keeping a diary. I laugh. Also, one other 
thing I’ve noticed: Iowans are really fat.” 

Where the Franken for President cam- 
paign ends up in “Why Not Me?” is a bit over 
the top. (Hint: A fictional version of Bob 
Woodward writes the closing chapters.) But, 
then again, so is the idea of Al Franken 
running for president. And who cares? “Why 
Not Me?” is a sunny vacation from the 
walking dead in Washington who are deter- 
mined to lobotomize us all for the sake of 
the rule of law. 

Much has changed in Republicanism 
since Franken wrote “Rush Limbaugh Is a 
Big Fat Idiot.” In the relevant and refreshing 
“Why Not Me?,” he does well to ignore most 
of it and moves us beyond the obvious 
targets: Limbaugh is slim (Franken’s influ- 
ence, surely), Arianna’s ex is gay, Newt is 
down and out, and Lamar is back in plaid. 
Al Franken, president? Perhaps it’s not so 
strange after all. 

Brian Unger is a writersproducer and former 
correspondent for Comedy Central’s “The Daily 
Show.” 


Mysteries unfurl like the trick up the magician’s sleeve 


@ Story doesn’t contain 
the magic in a twisted 
plot that fizzles 


THE HOUDINI GIRL 

By MARTYN BEDFORD 
PANTHEON. 307 pages $24 
Reviewed by ADAM MAZMANIAN 


at do a magician and a mystery 
novelist have in common? Both 
need to know the mechanics by 


which people are fooled. It’s not arrogance 
alone that enables a magician to deal from 
the middle of the deck, palm a coin or saw 
a lady in half. As the audience, we’re on 
guard for sleights, false-bottomed boxes 
and shadowy figures lurking behind a puff 
of smoke. The mystery reader pays close 
attention to marginal characters and shady 
circumstances, but is equally sensitive to 
obvious tricks that insult the intelligence. 

Payoff is the key for both prestidigitator 
and mystery writer. We’ll forgive all the red 
herrings in the world if an illusionist deliv- 
ers. But cough up a lame trick, and watch as 
the air is sucked from the room. 

British novelist Martyn Bedford waves a 
convincing wand; he’s adept at a sort of 
fashionable textual razzle-dazzle, structur- 
ing an intricate interplay of themes linking 
a murder mystery with the practice of magic. 
For all his stylistic maneuvering, though, 
Bedford falls short when it comes time to 
produce the rabbit from the hat. 

Fletcher “Red” Brandon is a 29-year-old 
magician, a marginal success working 


England’s circuit of seaside resorts and 
local theaters. The book opens in a smoky 
Oxford barroom where Red meets Rosa 
among a group of mutual friends. As their 
names suggest, they’re a good match. 

They go home together, “shag,” and ina 
day’s time Rosa has moved into Red’s apart- 
ment. One Friday, a year later, Rosa dies, 
run over by a train. 

The mysteries unfurl like a length of 
handkerchief from a wizard’s sleeve. Did 
Rosa fall, or was she pushed? Why was she 
traveling when she was supposed to be at 
work? And what, really, does Red know 
about Rosa’s past? Clues soon begin to 
accumulate. Rosa’s bag arrives in the mail 
containing a wig, her passport, a plane 
ticket to Amsterdam and Dutch currency. 

Red also learns that Rosa’s job was not 
full-time, as he had thought: She had Thurs- 
days and Fridays off. Doing what, he can 
only guess. 

It’s as important for the reader to follow 
Red’s expositions on magic as it is to piece 
together Rosa’s identity. Bedford describes 
the magician’s tactic of “misdirection.” 

“There are two essential elements to 
misdirection,” he writes: “first, divert at- 
tention away from the methodology —the 
secret— of an illusion; Second, divert atten- 
tion towards some point or aspect which 
seems crucial, but isn’t.” He’s as much as 
announcing that there’s something up his 
sleeve, that there’s some post-modern cun- 
ning that makes Red’s adventure some- 
thing more than a mystery novel. 

Even so, it’s disappointing when much 
of the story unfolds as traditionally as any 
dime shamus novel. Worse, the mystery of 
Rosa’s past is not left for the reader to 


discover through Red — the first person 
narrative is interrupted by Rosa’s autobiog- 
raphy, told in postmortem italics, describ- 
ing childhood sexual abuse, adolescent drug 
addiction and her life in the dangerous 
underworld of Amsterdam’s sex industry. 
Bedford’s cheating here. The intermittent 
revelations rob the story of urgency, of the 
thrill of following Red as his investigations 
lead him to the dark center of Rosa’s iden- 
tity. It reads like a device tacked on by a 
nervous editor afraid that the true engine 
of the story — Red’s guilt over Rosa’s death, 
his shame of never having truly known her 
— was not enough to satisfy readers. 
More’s the pity, because Red’s excava- 
tion of his memory for insight into Rosa’s 


past is more 
compelling 
than his 
amateurish ef- 
forts to investi- 
gate the circum- 
stances sur- 
rounding her 
death. He’s an 
interesting 
character: a 
man accus- 
tomed to mani- 
pulating reality 
who comes to 
the painful 
realization that 
he has much 
less control over 
his own life 
than he imag- 
ined. 

Bedford is a 
skillful writer, and though his book is un- 
satisfying it is never boring. He’s done his 
homework where magic and the sex trade 
are concerned. Several set pieces describe 
tricks from the repertoire in pleasing de- 
tail. His treatment of Amsterdam’s red light 
district is similarly assured. One scene even 
combines the two — an X-rated magic show 
that has to be read to be believed. But 
ultimately it’s a work of misdirection — and 
not in the way it was intended. Through an 
accumulation ofineffective authorial tricks, 
our attention is diverted from the heart of 
Bedford’s story and toward the smoke and 
mirrors. 

Adam Mazmanian is a staff writer at New 
York Press 
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“Faith, Family, Community” 
Integrating Spirituality, Family and Sexual Orientation 
WPI (Worcester Polytechnic Instutute), Perrault Hall Room 341 


e 
April 10 
“GLBT for College and Beyond” 
Options and Resources for Professional Schools and Careers 


(Co-Sponsored by the Greater Boston Business Council? 
- UMass/towell, O'Leary Library, Room.222 


April 24 
“Belng GLBT at the Community College” 


For Students, Faculty, and Staff at Community Colleges, and other 2-year and Commuting Campuses 
Middlesex Community College, Campus Center, Bedford, MA 


> Information (617) 491-5301 cee 
= $10 registration for each event ($25 for all four) 


Includes morning refreshments 
Scholarships available 


a } Find us on the Web: http://ase.tufts.edu/Igbrc/safecolleges 


mt 


This project is funded by the Massachusetts Governor’s Commission on Gay and Lesbian Youth 
and the Massachusetts Department of Public Health in association with Tufts University. 
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Soap operas 
on steroids 


@ WWE Superstars come 
to Boston to showcase 
their talents 


By GEORGE WARD 
Arts Editor 


mobs of security guards, elaborate 

story lines and loud music: all of 
these are the main elements of pro wres- 
tling. 

Non-telecasted events, or house shows, 
are avery interesting facet of pro wrestling. 
They usually consist_of a few warm-up 
matches, mid — card title matches and the 
main event, which features the biggest 
stars of the promotion. 

All of this held true for the recent World 
Wrestling Federation house show in the 
FleetCenter. 

The first few warm-up matches were a 
yawn fest. For four matches, guys beat the 
crap out of each other for 10 minutes. These 
matches are intended to get the crowd into 
the event, not to have chants of “boring” 
break out during each match 

The first decent match didn’t hit the ring 
until 9 p.m. The tag team champions, Owen 
Hart and Jeff Jarrett, defended their tag 
titles against Degeneration X members 
Triple H and X-Pac, in a guitar on a pole 
match. The winners would be the team that 
climbed up the 10-foot pole and retrieved 
the guitar on top. The match would end 
after someone was struck with the guitar. 

Living up to their degenerate ways, the 
challengers tried to talk the manager of the 
champions, Debra, out of her clothes before 
the match. Although they failed, it was a 
great match. X-Pac was attacked from be- 
hind and nailed with a low blow, which 
allowed Owen Hart to use the guitar X-Pac 
had obtained while the ref was distracted. 

Following the match, Triple H tried to 
console X-Pac by asking the female fans in 
the crowd for a little “exposure.” 

For the second time in the evening, he 
was unsuccessful at giving the guys in the 
crowd what they wanted. This didn’t stop 
the rowdy 16- year-olds two rows behind me 
from constantly cheering for the women of 


B right lights, 20,000 screaming fans, 


the WWF to “show their breasts.” 

Not only did the Godfather bring his “Ho 
Train” of two vivacious women through 
Boston, he taught the youth of the Bay State 
that “pimpin’ ain’t easy.” 

Aside from the innuendoes, the unoffi- 
cial state bird was flying with regularity. 

The king of beer swilling and middle 
finger saluting, Stone Cold Steve Austin, 
came to Boston on the Wrestlemaina Road 
Rage Tour. After destroying his two oppo- 
nents and tag team partner with his signa- 
ture move, the Stone Cold Stunner, he 
indulged in a few cold ones while the crowd 
rejoiced. 

Everything considered, one wonders why 
parents would take their young children to 
see such a display of gratuitous sex and 


“drinking. The wrestling part may be fake, 


but the drinking and nudity are not. 

This house show in particular got stron- 
ger as it progressed. Previous house shows 
would feature the big draw, such as Austin, 
in the match before the intermission. 

Half the fans in attendance would leave 
after the big draw had competed. The for- 
mat of this show kept fans in their seats for 
the entire show. 

Despite all of the negative press it has 
received, the young audience of the WWF 
has not disappeared. One woman sat with 
her daughter on her lap, while they both 
wore “Venis Envy” t-shirts. These shirts are 
a marketing ploy of Val Venis. His angle, or 
character, isa former adult film star turned 
pro wrestler. The girl sporting the shirt was 
10-years-old at the most. I can see the 
mother wearing it,-but not the girl. 

The best thing about any live wrestling 
event is the release of pressure. Pro wres- 
tling has spawned a subculture. People who 
normally wouldn’t say anything threaten- 
ing in their everyday life, scream for the 
heel, or bad guy, to “go to hell.” People do 
and say things that are not part of their 
regular personality. 

Crowd response in the arena was deaf- 
ening. The cheers for some wrestlers would 
shake the foundation of the building, while 
the boos for the bad guys would make you 
think Saddam Hussein was in the building. 
The sound level in the arena was louder 
than at any Bruins or Celtics game. 

Mainstream media has been giving more 
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ARE YOU READY?: WWE Superstars Degeneration X take it to the streets military 
style at a taping of the cable show, “Raw is War,” which comes to the FleetCenter June 
7 


attention to the WWE. This once regional 
promotion is now the most watched pro- 
gram on cable television. 

Raw is War is the younger brother of 
Prime Time Wrestling, the first week night 
wrestling show. Aside from selling out ev- 
ery arena, it has put the USA Network at the 
top of the game. 

The major network power the WWF had 
in the middle ’80s is now coming back. The 
superstars are starring in TV commercials 
and making cameo appearances on shows 
carried by the three major networks. 

Live events that used to barely ‘draw 
2,000 fans to the old Boston Garden now 
sell out in less than two hours. 

One of the originators in pay-per-view 
television is the WWE. Events that would 
only draw a few thousand subscriptions ; 
now draw over a million. 

House shows are the staple of pro wres- 
tling. The average fan, who possibly couldn't 
afford the $35 price tag of a pay-per-view, or 


Liberal Arts] 


Broadcasting 


Learn what it’s like to work in the 
communications field, a choice which 
can lead to career opportunities in 
newspapers, magazines, publishing, 
television, radio and more 


Contact the Admissions Office today! 
or just try out a course next semester: 
- Journalism I & Il 
- Broadcast Reporting 

- Television Production 


Questions? Contact program sooniiialeieeen T. LeBlanc 
at 978-556-3391 or use email: jleblanc@necc.mass.edu 


is too young to stay up for Raw, can now see 
the action of the WWF first hand. 

The fact that the $15 balcony seats are 
some of the best seats in the house is why 
the youngsters are coming out for the house 
shows. 

For an older, more engaged fan, it gives 
them a chance to see matches they can’t see 
anywhere else. 

The WWE knows how to keep their fans 
coming out. The mid-card matches, as well 
as the main events, are some of the best 
matches I’ve witnessed. The WWF master- 
fully used this tour of shows to promote 
their biggest PPV of the year, Wresltemania 

The ticket prices were good and the view 
from Section 318 was great. For the new 
fan, or the involved fan with knowledge of 
the sport, a house show is a good buy for 
three hours of sports entertainment at its 
best. 

Contact George Ward by email at 
GeorgeW8680@yahoo.com 
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Sex sells in the 
wrestling world 


@ Surgically. 
enhanced © 
women are 
new trend 


restling has gained its biggest following ever for 
Wee reasons. Sure the athletes are better, 

making the matches more fun: Many of them 
have interview skills that blow their predecessors out of the 
water. 

Everyone loves “Stone Cold” Steve Austin’s take-no-bull 
attitude, The Rock’s “memorable stroll” speech, or Man- 
kind making perfect sense by making no sense. 

However, the women of wrestling are what make it go. 

Female wrestling used to consist of two slightly over- 
weight females battling it out for the title. 

Then, along came the idea that sex Sells. Beautiful 
women could contribute to the sports entertainment mar- 
keting strategy. “ 

One of the first women to’bé used in this fashion was 
Sunny of the World Wrestling Federation in 1996. : 


She was a lively blonde with a great body, who managed’ 


the tag-team, The Body Donnas upon first arrival. 

The fans never took to the Donnas, but they took to the 
beautiful Sunny (all natural, no surgery), 
skirts and vibrant personality: 

She then started to flaunt her body, lifting up her skirts, 
and then dressing in skimpier clothing. This led ‘to hér 


being put on the Internet in swimsuits, making her one of 


the most downloaded women in cyberspace. 

This became the new wave of women in wrestling: 
women with magnificent bodies, willing to flaunt it. . 

The icon then came along inthe form of Sable, a 
voluptuous blonde, who was hired as an escort for one of 
the wrestlers. BOOS VANS 

Unfortunately, the athletes :paled in comparison to 
Sable. So WWF owner Vince McMahon has made her into 
a wrestler. 


Many of her matches include what the fans want to see; 


Sable stripped down to her underwear. She’s had evening 
gown matches (first one stripped of her dress loses) and 
even a bikini contest wheré her top was two hands painte 
over her breasts. ' 

All this exposure has led to Sable’s upcoming spread in 
the April edition of Playboy. 


It has also led to the WWF bringing in more seductive’ 


females. 

Debra McMichael is another blonde with a great body. 
She’s described herself as the, “Heather Locklear ‘of the 
WWE.” 


She was in a match where if her team lost she would 


have to strip, and she did. She’s currently feuding with 
Ivory, a sexy brunette. ke Se 

They’ve even hired Chyna, a muscular female body- 
builder. Even though she wrestles men, a lot of surgery has 
been done to make her more attractive. 

Vince McMahon is even pushing two women “acciden- 
tally” ripping each others clothes off at WrestleMania XV. 

All this leads to the 5.0 plus ratings WWF Raw receives 
weekly, and the tremendous pay-per-view buy rates. 

World Championship Wrestling has also used women 
to try and sell their shows with a group that dances during 
intermission, called the Nitro Girls. 

Despite how beautiful they are, the fans want it trashier, 
something WCW won't embrace. Because of that, they trail 
the WWF in ratings by at least a point. 

Despite how trashy the WWE is considered, smaller 
organizations have had full nudity at events. 

While sex does sell, and men do want to see half-naked 
women, there is room for improvement. 

Some of these women could use help with their inter- 
view skills, as opposed to more surgery. 

But most males, especially wrestling fans, are more 
interested in how sexy the woman’s attire is (or lack of it) 
than what she says. 

However, these women are making money in the busi- 
ness. As long as the fans want it, women will continue to 
be hired to promote the world of sports entertainment. 

Contact Vinnie Titone by email at AA247365@yahoo.com 
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ACROSS 
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11 
15 
18 


19 
20 
21 
22 


24 


27 


Treasure house 
founded by 
Carlos Ii! 
Buchan wrote of 


39; 


Removable button 
Leaf of laurel 

“— Lassie”: 
Lauder 

March of fiction 
Biblical weed 
Merino mom 
Little girls’ 
makeup? 
Difference 
between coma and 
comma 

Albert of southern 
Minnesota 
Indiana senator 
“Thy hair — a 
flock of goats”: 
Song of Solomon 
Operatic: fish 
story? 

QBs and SSs 
Foregoing, briefly 
Coolidge’s vice 
president 
Vandalizer’s 
footwear 

Very in Valencia 
Hoofed it 

Algeria 

neighbor 

Gold rush 

mecca 

Tom Watson’s 
wedge 

Pal of Fido and 
Spot 

Crimson 

Like so 

Start of a 
scaledown 

— fides 

Duct opening 
Pshaw! 
Slimeballs 
Cleveland, Miss., 
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Walking race to 
Bow bells? 
Charm 
Immigrants’ 
school subj. 

Fix a leaky roof, 
maybe 

Shin's neighbor 
Dallas department 
store front 
Baseball's 
Preacher 

O. Henry 
specialty 

Kind of curve 
Frank 

Some accts. 
Turkey 

Modish 

Guiches 


83 — Carta 108 Plume owner 
85 Album entries 109 Reagan neighbor 
87 “Judith” composer 110 Not one's off. 
88 Fixed apples 111 Big winner's street 
89 Wash, neighbor 112 Track 
90 Tent furnishing 113 — dust 
92 Eliot’s Marner 
94 Bake eggs 
95 Open a letter 
96 Reptilian prefix 1 Roman comic 
97 Fishing fervently? playwright 
99 Consider 2 Marine wrestling? 
100 “— bleu!” 3 Prop plane fuel 
101 Business mag 4 What Cooper’s 
102 Hence slayer slew 
103 Shine up those 5 Thole insert 
scales? 6 Talked back 
106 Printemps 7 Murdered Shakur 
follower 8 Sponsorship 
107 Former Gis 9 Snap 
See answers, next page 


It's leaked out 
Squirrel or bee 
Handle inserts 
1934 Nobelist in 
chemistry 
Requires 

Flog a dead 
horse 
Impressive, to 
teens 
Fermented 
Muslim's faith 
Ingle accessory 
Beholden 

one 

Place of 
interest 

Paid players 
Sinuous 
strategy? 
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Pessimistic — 
Of a high range 
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Puts down 
Filled in : 
One of Israel's 1 
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ARIES: (March 21 — April 20) 
You will be challenged to put 
forth your very best, so keep any 
rebellious thoughts to yourself. Be- 
ing filled with high energy, make 
sure you are sensitive to other people’s 
feelings. It’s time to come out of 

your shell and live a little. 

TAURUS: (April 21 — May 
21) 

Guard against any undue 
stress - someone or something 
has hit just the right button 

and drained your energy. 
Your mate may be having 

S problems coping, and moodi- 
ness will no doubt result — remember that actions will 
always speak louder than words. 

GEMINI: (May 22 — June 21) 

Make time to stay home and rest, tension from all sides 
may be stressing you out. Your fresh, new ideas in the 
workplace will be received very favorably. Conditions are 
excellent for rapid progress at work. Get in contact with an 
old friend you’ve lost track of. 

CANCER: (June 22 — July 23) 

There may be heavy demands on you, so try to stick to 
routine and all will go well. If you have been clinging to 
either a child or lover, you need to let go a little, they need 
more space now. Angry words may flare between you and 
another, be cautious. 

LEO: (July 24 — Aug. 23) 

Your mind is usually quick and perceptive. You will no 
doubt captivate others with your wit and wisdom. Authori- 
ties at work are interested in hearing your opinions, and 
the ability to see the big picture will be greatly appreciated. 
Listen to the ideas of others. 

VIRGO: (Aug. 24 — Sept. 23) 

If you can grasp an opportunity to better yourself 
financially don’t pass it up, the effort is worth it. Again, the 
extra effort may be-needed at work - go early and stay late. 
Your understanding of the needs of both men and women 
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helps you mediate gender-based disputes. 

LIBRA: (Sept. 24 — Oct. 23) : 

Heavy demands are made on your time and energy. 
Disputes with family members can be resolved through 
thoughtful discussions. 

Any business meetings will also be productive. Your 
mate will end the week with a romantic interlude, and, if 
unattached, a new love is waiting. 

SCORPIO: (Oct. 24 — Nov. 22) 

Your keen memory and problem-solving abilities will 
help you to impress your bosses. 

It’s reality check time for you, with memories and 
intuition playing major roles in your actions for the next 
few months. There are powerful spiritual insights domi- 
nating your inner self. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 23 — Dec. 21) 

It may be time to step back from current projects to 
think things out, to give you a better perspective on long- 
term career strategies. 

It’s a good time to share bright ideas with receptive 
colleagues. There seems to be an old adversary back on the 
scene, be cautious and patient. 

CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 — Jan. 20) 

It will be a challenging week, and you are assertive ir 
getting your ideas across. A friend will no doubt welcome 
your help, and may be either combative or irrational, so be 
patient with them. But there will also be a limit to patience, 
so know when to say enough is enough. 

AQUARIUS: (Jan. 21 — Feb. 19) 

Your health is in question during the week. Be reassured 
that there is nothing wrong with you that more rest and 
less stress won’t cure. 

Take extra time for your mate, and have a long and 
loving talk with a loved one. Your communication skills 
will get you through the week’s challenges. 

PISCES: (Feb. 20 — March 20) 

You may need to talk your ideas out. Nobody will mind, 
though, because what you have to say is fascinating. The 
work week will start out with opportunity for monetary 
gains. There are differences of opinion which may threaten 
a friendship; resolve them now. 
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Wednesday, March 10 

Student senate meeting 

Student center theatre, Haverhill, 3 - 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 10 ° 

3-point contest 

Sport and Fitness Center, 10 p.m. 
Thursday, March 11 

Abigail Adams performance 

Library conference areas A and B, Haverhill, 2 — 4 p.m. 
Monday, March 22 

Welcome spring luau 

Lawrence campus atrium, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 23 

Women’s nutrition session 

Lecture hall A, Haverhill, 10 - 11 a.m. 
Monday, March 29 

International music series: Irish Band 
Lawrence campus atrium, Lawrence, 12-1 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 30 

Women’s nutrition 

Room L-144, Lawrence, 12 - 1 p.m. 
Wednesdays, March 31 - April 30 

Floor Hockey 

Sport and Fitness Center, 12 - 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 31 

Student senate meeting 

Student center theatre, Haverhill, 3 - 5 p.m. 
Thursday, April 1 

Sensible Weight Control Strategies 

Lecture Hall A, Haverhill 10 - 11 a.m. 
Monday, April 5 

Interclub council meeting 

Student center theatre, Haverhill 3 - 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 6 

Sensible weight control strategies 

Room L-244, Lawrence, 12-1 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 6 

World Health Day 

Lawrence campus atrium, 11 - 1 p.m. 


AVALON - Boston 

Better Than Ezra — March 13 

Salt N Pepa — March 18 

Stabbing Westward — March 22 
FLEETCENTER — Boston 

N ‘SYNC — March 16 

Rolling Stones — March 22 and 23 

Hard Knock Life Tour (Jay-Z) — March 27 
MIDDLE EAST - Cambridge 

Vanilla Ice — April 4 

NEW MOON COFFEEHOUSE - Haverhill 
Cosy Sheridan — March 20 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB - Boston 
Silverchair — March 22 
Fuel — March 28 

WANG CENTER - Boston 
Lauryn Hill — March 31 and April 1 
WORCESTER CENTRUM 

Korn/Rob Zombie — March 19 
Hard Knock Life Tour — March 24 
Hole/Marilyn Manson — April 9 
WORCESTER PALLADIUM 

The Roots/Common — March 27 
Busta Rhymes — April 16 


HED DH DERE 
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are Jeff Drovin, Jeff Leclair, and 


and be academically eligible. 


Golfers look forward to the swing 


@ Nat'l qualifier 
will not return this 
spring, but leaders 
will be there 


By STEPHEN FLAGG © 
Sports Editor = 


could earn a ttip to North Caro- 

lina this year... « 

The NECC golf team is in its 
second year and-has already had 
one of its players go to the Na- 
tional Junior College Athletic As- 
sociation Nationals. 

John Pickles was last year’s top 
player, but is unable to return this 
year because of grades. Pickles 
placed 75" out of 120 golfers from 
around the country. 

“We are still in the early stages 
ofthe season but things look pretty 
good so far,” said coach Donna 
Felisberto. 

The golf team has some of last 
year’s players returning who are 
solid and who will add some lead- 
ership. 

Some of the returning players 


I: all goes well, the golf team 


David Pecoraro. 

Pecoraro, who has been play- 
ing for about ten to 15 years, placed 
in enough tournaments to make 
it to the regionals, but did not 
advance. 

_ “I grew up watching my father 
play and just picked it up,” said 
Pecoraro. 

“This is a new sport and we 
have had to work out some of the 
bugs. For instance, this year we 
have a budget,” said Pecoraro. “Last 
year we had to commute back and 
forth to Springfield every day 
which took more than an hour. 
That’s not fun at five o’clock in the 
morning .” 

The golf team’s budget will pay 
for balls and hotel rooms ifneeded, 
but players must have their own 
clubs if they want to play. 

“Even if they just have a 
beginner’s set they should think 
about coming out,” Pecoraro. “I 
would be glad to help anyone out 
if they need it.” 

The golf team is not just for 
men. Women who are interested 
in playing are welcome to join. All 
players must be full-time students 


“We have about 13-14 people 
interested in playing golf for NECC. 
We now have to go through and 
make sure all of them are eli- 
gible,” Felisbeto said. 

The matches will begin in April 
with the exact schedule to be an- 
nounced. Matches consist of the 
six top players from each team 
who are determined by the coach. 
The winner of the match is re- 
solved by combining the top five 
scores from each team. The team 
with. the lowest score wins. 

“We usually take our best golfer 
and match him up with the other 
team’s top scorer, then match the 
number two scorers and so on,” 
Felisberto said. “We could take the 
best and match him with the other 
team’s worst, but it would still be 
the same. We would still take the 
top five scores and add them up.” 

Although they will have many 
matches, they do not affect place- 
ment in tournaments. 

“All teams go into tournaments 


_with clean slates,” Felisberto said. 


Teams are allowed to bring 
more than six players to tourna- 
ments, but they must decide be- 


We have a long 
way to go, but 
the season looks 
promising. 


DonnNA FELISBERTO 


fore they play which scores will be 
official. 


“We could bring 10 people to- 


the tournaments, but it doesn’t 
matter what the other four play- 
ers scores are because only six of 
the designated Pare count,” 
Felisberto said. 

To make it to the Nationals 
teams must first win the regional 
tournament. After the regional 
tournament, teams and the top 15 
individual players must compete 
in the New England Regional tour- 
nament. Then the top 15 indi- 
vidual golfers go to the Nationals 
which is held in North Carolina. 

“We have a long way to go, but 


Johanna Choina photo 
DONNA FELISBERTO 
the season looks promising,” 
Felisberto said. 

Practices began March 8 and 
will continue every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. 

“Golf is a lot of fun and 
Felisberto is a great coach,” 
Pecoraro said, “What better place 
could you be than ona golf course?” 

Contact Felisberto in the stu- 
dent activities office if interested 
in joining. 

Contact Stephen Flagg by email at 
observer@necc.MASS.edu 


Seniors give it their all in regional games 


@ More and more 
teams want to play 
as the games gain 
attention 


By STEPHEN FLAGG 
Sports Editor 


he referee said, “Don’t even 
bother giving me any crap, 
because ['m not going to 


take it!” 
The fellas involved with the 


senior games are at it again. 

The tri-state tournament was 
held last Saturday in the NECC 
gym. Last year they had 10 teams, 


Haverhill 
Photo | 


« Developing supplies 
+B & W film 

*B & W paper 

* Developing tanks 

* Instant passport ee 
» Frames 

« Enlargemeaits 


Conveniently located 
at Routes 110 & 125 
310 Main Street 
Haverhill, MA 


372-3280 


but this year they added two more. 

Teams come from all over the 
area: Maine, New Hampshire, Mas- 
sachusetts, and Connecticut. 

As the seniors continue to prac- 
tice and play in tournaments, 
more people are putting together 
teams. 

“Tt used to be hard to find people 
to play basketball with, but now 
we have all these teams and tour- 
naments,” said Dick Lawless, a 
member of the Tories. “The games 
have definitely gained a lot of no- 
toriety.” 

One indication of the rising 
popularity is the recent increase 
on the price players have to pay in 
order to play in tournaments. 

It used to cost only $10 or $20, 
now it’s $120, $70 for the player’s 
registration and $50 for process- 
ing. 

“They need to take care of a lot 
more things like officals getting 
paid. Before it was mostly volun- 
teers, but now it is run more pro- 
fessionally,” said Lawless. 

The competition was fierce but 
in a friendly way. If someone were 
to make a basket, members of the 
opposing team would cheer and 
say, “Nice shot!” 

It was comforting to see play- 
ers blocka shot into an opponent’s 
face then tap him on the butt and 
continue to play as if nothing hap- 
pened. These guys are well past 
the point of trying to show how 
macho they can be so the basket- 
ball being played is pure fun and 
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ARMS UP: Defense holds the key for the locals in a game played at 
the Sport and Fitness Center last weekend, 


enjoyment, something you don’t 
see in professional ball anymore. 

When you sit and watch these 
guys play you may feel as though 
you stepped back in time. 

Some of the quirky no-look 
passes and awkward dribbling that 
can only be seen on old profes- 
sional highlight films when guys 
like Wilt Chamberland and Bob 
Cousey ruled the court. 

“These guys are all very com- 
petitive. They fly around the court 
and dive for balls, it’s amazing,” 
Pete Tompkins, fitness monitor at 
the wellness center, said. “They 
still yell at the refs, I guess they 
still make bad calls when you get 


older.” 

There were skyhooks and 
around-the- back passes that made 
onlookers ooh and abh. 

“T think this is a good thing,” 
said Julio Garcia, onlooker, “To 
get to their age and have the cour- 
age to come out and play basket- 
ball, not worrying about any thing 
and just play.” 

The tri-state tournament was 
an off-season event that does not 
affect placement in the Nationals. 

“We have this tournament ey- 
ery year. Just keep in shape and 
stay competitive,” said Carl Beal, 
senior game board member. 

The tournament is broken 


Reach over 5,000 readers « evel ry 


today at no for details — 


down into age groups. The same 
age groups play each other; then 
the winners of the other age groups 
play untill there are only two teams 
left for the finals. 

The winner of the Tri-state was 
a team out of Maine called 
Goodwin’s Chevy. They ended up 
beating another team from Maine 
called Interstate Battery. 

Both teams played fiercely. 

The age groups range from 50- 
70. It makes you wonder if any of 
these guys worry about injuries. 
An injury that would mean little 
to someone in their teens could 
end one of the senior’s career. 

“When the adrenalin starts 
pumping in the game, you forget 
about all the possibilities of injury 
and just play,” said Frank Goodwin, 
captain of Goodwin’s Chevy team. 
“Believe me, we get injuries, but it 
doesn’t stop us from coming back.” 

Goodwin and his team play 
mostly in the Portland, Maine over 
forty-league. The younger compe- 
tition yields little victories, but 
allows them to get in better shape 
and tune their skills. 

Prices are rising and more 
teams are competing for the cham- 
pionships, but that will not stop 
these guys from doing what they 
love. 


“If | wasn’t playing basketball I 
would probably be at home trying 
to figure out how to keep the 
squirrels out of the bird feeder,” 
Lawless said. 
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Men lose for now at least 


The Knights lost to Roxbury by ~ 


5 Knights Ae to. 
Roxbury, but may — 
gi ne Ze fori: 


son, but there isa catch. 


Ss 


was.the..third, time the 


oxbury best NECC. in he ; 
first” gathe of the post sea- = 


23 points, but Stratton says: they 
~. May end up winging, by way. of 


Knights and; Roxbury, met,on the ; 
court.and the third time alee : 


won. 

_ Although the Knights) were efired 
up. and focused to take on their 
adversaries, they still lost. 

_ Tum Carroll, one of the Knights’ 


top scorers, played less than ten 


minutes. Carroll goth into a.bit of 
foul trouble... 


“The refs, were not on my side | 
_ wanted this game badly and some 


_ that day,” Carroll said laughing. 
“I got my first two fouls in the 
first two minutes, had to sit fora 


while, then I got another one, 


within 30 seconds. I had one other 
foul in the first half,” Carroll said. 

Carrolfcame out in the second 
half and: had anothér foul in-the 
first minute. That was the eftd*of 
the game for him. 

Although some of the players 
were hurt, it,.didn’t stop them 
from playing with everything Bey. 
had. 

Arty ‘Hazzard bistad 36 min- 
utes of the 40 minute game witha 
knee injury. 

Jefferson Esteves had to battle 
dehydration. because of the flu, 
and lyan, Yambo. played with a 
wrist injury. 

“Our guys put their whole heart 
into this game, and it’s disappoint- 
ing we didn’t walk away with a 
win,” coach Darren Stratton said. 
“We executed our game plan, but 
the fouls just didn’t go our way.” 


_ forfeit. 


“Roxbury supposedly played a 


» humber of games with) twa,ineli- 


gible players,” Stratton said, “They 
have already given us the win when 
we played them Jan. 28.” 
Roxbury forfeited seven games 
because two.of-their players were. 


ineligible. Both_had poor grades. .. 


Allegedly, Bunker Hill Commu- 
nity College, also..played ,games 
with ineligible. players, 

“I. don’t know what i is going on 
here, ” Stratton said, “I’ve notified 
Pam Santin (coordinator of sport 
and leisure), and she has. put acall. 
in to find out,” ; 

Although the Knights may. get 


the win, it does not change the , 


outcome. Their season is over. 
“After the game the locker room 
was filled with; tears, because we 


of our players will be moving on,” 


Stratton said. 

Carroll,. Joe, Tufts ead Henry 
Evans are not coming back. All 
‘three will be graduating. Hazzard 


may also leave the team: 


‘Carroll, Hazzard, and Evans are 
being looked at by Rivier College 
in Nashua, N-H: 

_ Carroll has stated before that 
he did not want to play basketball 
after this year. 

“Rivier does het-give scholar- 
ships, but if they can give me 
financial aid, Twill most likely end 
up there instead. of U-Lowell,” 
Carroll said 

Even if Carroll gets into Rivier 
he still might not make the team. 
Ifthe coach has a good system and 
ifhe wants to run. and have a little 
fun, he will consider playing. 

The NECC men’s team has come 
along way ina year, overcoming a 
few events that might have ruined 
any other team. 


“Tast year, but this year they-énded 


Johanna- “Choina photo © 
GIVE ME THAT BALL: Siudichrd ‘engage in a bee ip a -On- 
“three game atthe Sport and Fitness Genter. 


— 


“These guys deserve a lot of ~ 
credit. First they lost coach Dick 
Steele and then Seven of theirteam- 
mates,” Stratton said. 

The Knights did not fare well | 


8-14. That may improve to 9-13: 

With this season behind him, 
Stratton is looking ahead. He has 
been in contact with area high 
schools. 

Stratton would like to -get two 
of the best players in the Cape Ann 
league. 

He is hoping Mike Naduea from 
Triton, who was second in scoring 
and Dennis Ingram from 
Wilmington who was the leading 


scorer, will join the team next 
season. 

Stratton has also been in con- 
tact with some of last year’s re- 
cruits who: did not.attend this 


i year: j Bris 


The ony the men’s team 
and every other NECC team has 
been in looks to'be improving: The 
head coach forthe women’s team, 
Andrew Pittington, is also doing 
some heavy recruiting for next 
year. 

Coaches and players have puta 
lot into making sports better at 
NECC. 

Contact Stephen Flagg by email at 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


Numbers concern baseball coach 


Sd Strong pitching 
staff will carry 
team this season 


By RIAN MCFADDEN 
Sports Editor 


orty-one students showed in- 
je terest in playing baseball for 

the Knights this spring. Of 
these students, only 14 appear on 
the roster. 

“There’s only so much you can 
do with a limited number of people. 
Some kids came to find out what 
the ae Some is about and if “ey 


There’s Bee SO 
much you can do 
with a limited 
number of people. 


can make the commitment,” coach 
Peter Michel said. 

Also, since the fall, five stu- 
dents have become academically 
ineligible, and others were forced 
to leave the team for personal 
reasons. | 

“I think that before coaching 
we need to establish a working 
group,” Michel said. 

Michel is very flexible with his 
players, though. He understands 
the challenges a student-athlete 
faces. Academics come first in his 
book. 

During this interview: Al 
Burwell came in and told Michel 
that he would be late for practice 
because he had to write a paper. 

Michel responded by saying, 
“Go ahead Al, get it done. Knock it 
off. If you get into the later hours 
(while doing the paper) don’t 


’ worry, we'll see you tomorrow.” 


The Knights will head down to ~ 


Spartanburg, S.C. later this month 
for a preseason six game schedule. 


‘They will try to get the chemistry 


flowing among the players before 


the actual season begins. 

Outfielder Heriberto Solivan 
said, “I’m looking for a good show- 
ing in the Carolinas. I expect a 
good performance from the team 
and myselfas well. It will bea good 
chance for the team to mesh to- 
gether,” 

“We want to get the players 
outside and play ball so we’re a leg 
up on other teams that don’t go 
outside,” Michel said. 

The pitching staffis led by fresh- 
man workhorse, Alex Marshal and 
Noel Hernadez. Backing them up 
on the mound are Dan Halligan, 
Keith Konon and Brian Thorndike 

“Tve got five kids who can 
throw. I won't have to worry about 
that,” Michel said. 

The catching position is just as 
strong, with Southern Maine Uni- 


versity transfer, Robert Prindle, 
who is backed up by Hernandez. 


Hernandez, Prindle and Mar- 
shal are the heavy hitters who will 
fare wellin the three, four and five 
spots, and the number of lefties in 
the lineup should help the Knights, 


= 


too. 

Other players who will be see- 
ing a lot of action include Carlos 
Alonzo, Burwell, John Coito and 
Solivan. 

The main concern for the 
Knights is the infield. 

“We're still in the process of 
seeing where we are with differ- 
ent players. 


Pr 


College sports 


{ 


| get my vote. 


| ® Professional 
"'l sports are making 


: Jans. back 


aap the NFL has! alee Pod sot 
ste “changés ‘to make the game ! 


ane | 


changes to win 


aes 


more exciting t ‘for fans. The 
NHL? is’ considering’ ‘making ‘the 
goal wider by two ‘inthes and the’ 
NBA wants to movethe Hiteeportits 4 
line back. 
It is obvious’ that ‘professional 
sports are losing fans because they 
lack excitement. They‘ are losing ” 


| them to college sports. 


“Our main concern is short- 


stop,” Michel said. 


Despite a small squad, the sea- 
son looks promising for the 
Knights and talent is not a con- 
cern. 

Michel has confidence in his 
team and is setting his sights high. 

“Our goal is to-get to the play- 
offs again,” said Michel 

The Knights open their season 
at home on March 27 in a double 
header against Massachusetts Col- 
lege of Pharmacy. . 

All home games are played at 
Haverhill Stadium. The season 
ends April 28. 

Contact Rian Mcfadden byemail at 
rianmcf@hotmail.com 
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Not to disctedit professional 
sports, but ey, hage become bor... 
ing. = 2%, - a6 

It's not that they lack talent. In» 


we 


.|.fact, they have too much of it. 


Everything has become routine 
and the outcome of, each game is- 
predictable. %, 

This is' most prevalent in the 
NBA. I never see -players doing 
spectaculardunhks on ‘breakaways. — 
It’s like they do the leastiamount 
of work to win games. 

College players are, the oppo- 
site. 

They put more effort into the 
game, and their intensity level is 
higher than in the NBA. 

The fact that college athletes 
don’t get paid shows they play 
because they love the game, not 
because they want to buy their 
fourth SUV, 

College sports fans have a spe- 
cial connection with the athletes 
they watch, too. They are their 
classmates. 

You can ask the high scorer 
what he thought about the game 
at a party, instead of yelling his 
name frantically with a pen and 
paper in hand while he walks to 
the bus and ignores you. 

College athletes are less experi- 
enced than the pro’s, which also 
leaves room for excitement. 

Goalies aren’t as good, which 
means that more goals can be 
scored. Quarterbacks are less tal- 
ented, and more interceptions are 
thrown. Kickers are also inferior 
which means that football teams 
will “go for it” more often than 
not. 

The further from professional 
sports you get, the more exciting 
the games become. 

I would much rather watch di- 
vision three footballthantheBron- .- 
cos stomp Pittsburgh. It’s obvious 
Terrel Davis will get the ball 80 
percent of the time. 

Professional sports simply need 
to start making changes and fans 
will come back. 

Contact Rian McFadden by email .~ 
at rian mcf@hotmail.com 4 
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David Cousins photo 
SMILING EYES: 90 year-old Reba Taylor watches children read and color in the 
student center last week. 


David Cousins photo 
READY AND WAITING: Student senators John Tedesco Jr., and Jason Comeau 
accompanied by volunteer Lisa Vass get ready to read some Seuss classics to 
enthusiastic fans. 


David Cousins photo 
HURRY UP, 'M NEXT: Anxious students watch as volunteer Lisa Vass finishes up 
face painting on a young girl while Alicia Medugno, Mike Robins and “cats” look on. 


© ‘Green Eggs and Ham’ 
served hot for 500 


celebrating Dr. Seuss 


By D. COUSINS & R. WALDMAN 
News Editor & Staff Reporter 


the second annual Read Across America 
took place at the Haverhill cam- 
pus cafeteria last week. 

‘The event was put on by Students Moti- 
vated In Literary Education. SMILE is an 
after school tutoring program funded by 
the Massachusetts Service Alliance. 

Read Across America is a nationwide 
event held in celebration of Dr. Seuss’ birth- 
day. Dr. Seuss was a world renowned 
children’s author who dedicated his life to 
children’s literature. Read Across America 
was started to get children involved in 
reading. % 


“We decided to hold it on Dr. Seuss’ ~ 


birthday because he made an impact on 
children’s literature so much,” said Ginny 
Anderson, coordinator for SMILE. “The event 
should encourage adults to read to a child 
on that day.” 

More than one million children were 
expected to attend nationwide. Celebrities 
and role models such as sports figures, 
politicians, judges, police and firefighters 
were also expected to join in the fun and 
entertain the children. 

Over-150 children from Haverhill, 
Lawrence, Merrimac and Amesbury were 
invited to the Haverhill Campus to partici- 
pate in the fun and games being held at the 
literary event. Children were presented with 
face painting, reading and games such as 
bingo, pin the tail on the.cat in the hat and 


The joy of 
reading 


¢ 


David Cousins Photo 
CAT IN THE HAT MEETS TOP DOG: 
NECC President David Hartleb meets Dr. 
Seuss’s Cat in the Hat 


Simon Says. 

Nearly 50 volunteers participated. Vol- 
unteers consisted of people from area 
schools, the business community and City 
Core Americorps, an agency located in 
Lawrence. 

Read Across America would not have 
been possible without the support of local 
businesses that donated to the cause. 

Barnes and Noble’s Haverhill campus 
bookstore donated books for the second 
consecutive year. This year they contrib- 
uted 175 books. Joseph’s Trattoria and Bak- 
ery donated cakes for which they were 
awarded a certificate of appreciation. All 
refreshments were donated by local busi- 
nesses. 


D. Counsins 
photos 
A FEEL FOR 
THE WORDS: 
Siobhan Murphy 
q@ uses Braille to 
read Seuss favor- 
ites to group of 
kids while boy, 
above, gets a pri- 
vate reading. 


